
Grade 1 pupils, Zoe Arelisky, Adam Leeman, Adam Beder and Cheyenne Green, ready to start their school careers
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Madrichim and channichim expressing their 
support of IsraelGolf cart shennanigans

First day of smiles for Herzlia Highlands Primary
You’re off to great 
places. Today is 
your day! Your 
mountain is 
waiting, so... get 
on your way! — Dr. 
Seuss 

United Herzlia 
S c h o o l s 

welcomed 162 
Grade 1 pupils in 
their shiny new 
uniforms to start 
their ‘big’ school 
careers. With 
smiles and great 
excitement from the 
pupils and some 
anxiety and tears 
from parents, Herzlia 
started 2016 with 
one of the largest 
intakes in decades.  
Constantia and 
Weizmann have 
both added another 
Grade 1 class to 
accommodate the 
extended enrolment.

UJC/YAD Golf Day a success Bnei Akiva show the shape of their 
hearts

Machaneh Dor Shelanu inspired channichim to love Israel and their Judaism. 
Madrichim tried to ensure that everyone felt a responsibly towards Israel and 

to this end they created a map of Israel using their bodies to symbolise how working 
together makes great things possible. Bnei Akiva is happy to announce that this year’s 
Rosh Machaneh is Jordy Sank. Bnei channichim are asked to ‘watch this space’ for 
what is in store for them in 2016.

See page 36 and 37 for the full story See page 16 for more
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Why akrasia, covert racism 
and the single story are 

breaking our country

Lindy with a why

SHOP ONLINE | WWW.CAPEUNIONMART.CO.ZA |               FANS FIND OUT FIRST

Call 0860-3333-29 or visit www.capeunionmart.co.za. Stores nationwide. Available online and in 
selected stores. Products subject to availability. All our products are covered by our famous 5-Way 
Guarantee, ensuring that you get the best price and advice along with the fairest exchange policy. 10

46
9 

E&
O

E

for the Boardroom, Brocha or Barmi

SHIRTS

Mardi Gras has an exciting new owner... with a collection of
costumes and outfits acquired over the last 17 years, Mardi Gras
offers a wide range of costume and fancy dress hire as well as

accessories for any and all occasions.
Please contact us for any costume requirements,

party accessories, bachelor/bachelorette parties, wedding
shtick, birthday parties, functions and events!

New Year’s Resolutions. Many of 
us create them in the fresh-eyed 
optimism of a new year, only to 
relegate them, dusty and unfulfilled to 
the back of a cupboard somewhere, by 
February.

Procrastination is an all-too-human 
trait we have been fighting against 

and swimming with for as long as we have 
been human. There has always been a 
tomorrow we could lump today’s to-do’s 
onto.

Greek philosophers have a word for 
this; akrasia. Akrasia is, as explained by 
time-optimiser and blogger James Clear 
“the state of acting against your better 
judgment. It is when you do one thing 
even though you know you should do 
something else.” Akrasia is what stops 
you from doing what you said you were 
going to do.

Looking at the concept of ‘time 
inconsistency’ is the key to understanding 
why we sabotage our best laid plans so 
readily. 

“Time inconsistency refers to the 
tendency of the human brain to value 
immediate rewards more highly than 
future rewards. When you make plans 
for yourself — like setting a goal to lose 
weight or write a book or learn a language 
— you are actually making plans for your 
future self. You are envisioning what you 
want your life to be like in the future and 
when you think about the future it is easy 
for your brain to see the value in taking 
actions with long-term benefits,” Clear 
explains in his blog.

Once you are in the moment where the 
decision to act must be made, you are no 
longer thinking for your future self. You are 
now directing the activity to your present 
self, and your present self likes instant 
gratification — not the delayed sort. 

“This is one reason why you might go to 
bed feeling motivated to make a change 
in your life, but when you wake up you find 
yourself falling into old patterns. 

Your brain values long-term benefits 
when they are in the future, but it values 
immediate gratification when it comes to 

the present moment.” He says.
Clear explains in his article that the 

hardest part of any new task is the 
resistance we encounter at the start. 

Once we start, however, it gets 
progressively easier, so much so, that 
sometimes the best way to start a new 
way of thinking is by building the habit 
of getting started, rather than trying to 
change entirely from the beginning.

But perhaps I could respectfully 
disagree. The hardest part for me is 
admitting that I actually have to change.

Over the last month many people have 
written about racism in our country. 

Only a few of them have spoken about 
their own racism — most discuss the 
racism of others and how it doesn’t apply 
to their liberal and non-racial way of 
thinking. 

The thing is, a lot of racism and race 
bias occurs without intention and 
subconsciously by the best-intentioned 
people.

There are thankfully not many of us 
who would stand up and proudly declare 
ourselves racist and yet racism is alive 
and thriving. 

How is this possible if we are all not 
racists? 

Clay Routledge, social psychologist 
and associate professor of Psychology at 
North Dakota State University explains in 
an article for Psychology Today that “the 
problem of racism does not simply boil 
down to whether or not people believe 
themselves to be racist. It is not enough 
to be opposed to racism. We need to act 
less defensively when race appears to 
be an influential variable and be willing 
to critically evaluate a situation based on 
evidence, not just on feelings or personal 
beliefs. And we need to embrace the idea 
that we do not need to have racism in our 
hearts to be racists. Good intentions are 
not enough. We need to thoughtfully and 
systematically combat the stereotypes, 
traditions, and policies that allow racism 
to continue to thrive…” 

Continued on page 6

87 HATFIELD STREET CAPE TOWN 8001 P.O. BOX 4176 CAPE TOWN 8000 PHONE 021 464-6700 FAX 021 461-5804 e-mail: chron@ctjc.co.za EDITOR: LINDY DIAMOND
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Shabbat and Yom Tov Times
Date Portion Candle lighting

earliest latest ends

Community Noticeboard
5 Feb/26 Shevat Mishpatim 6.24pm 8.24pm
12 Feb/3 Adar 1 Terumah 6.19pm 8.17pm
19 Feb/10 Adar 1 Tetzaveh 6.15pm 8.09pm
26 Feb/17 Adar 1 Ki Tissa 6.15pm 8.00pm

N.B.  Please note that the times indicated are the earliest times for candle lighting.  
Please consult your Rabbi.

The following 
organisations are 

affiliated to Jewish 
Care Cape

Cape Jewish Seniors Association 
• Glendale • Highlands House 
• Jewish Community Services 
• Nechama • Oranjia • ASTRA 

Centre (Jewish Sheltered 
Employment and Rosecourt 

Group Homes)

www.jewishcare.org.za

CT HOLOCAUST CENTRE together 
with THE FUGARD BIOSCOPE

Presents a screening of the Oscar-
winning Ida.

See page 6 for details

CELEBRATING 175 YEARS OF SA JEWRY

28 February

Painting on the Piazza.  

10 am – 4 pm

3  March

Gala Symphony Orchestra concert

See page 7

For details phone 021 464 6700

SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH MUSEUM / 
KAPLAN CENTRE

Helen Suzman — Fighter for Human 

Rights — Exhibition.  Until Feb 2016. 
See page 6

CT HOLOCAUST CENTRE / GITLIN 
LIBRARY

Invites you to join them in conversation 
with Solly Kaplinski at his book launch – 

‘A World of Pains: A Redemptive 
Parable?’

Tuesday 23 Feb 6 pm
See page 27

UJC 2016 COMMUNITY 
FUNDRAISING LAUNCH
Nancy Spielberg presents her 
award winning documentary 

‘Above and Beyond’
followed by a conversation  

with Nik Rabinowitz.
Wednesday 2 March

Limited tickets, booking 
essential.  

See page 41 for details.

IT’S IN THE POST!!
Cape Jewish Chronicle Voluntary Subscription Statement for 2016 

with payment details will be arriving soon.

Please support us

MOVED HOUSE?
REMEMBER TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS

Contact Mandy:
021 464 6700 

email : 
comreg@ctjc.co.za
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021 425 8822   www.claremart.co.za

L e a d i n g  T h e  I n d u s t r y

we put all the pieces of  your property puzzle... 

Buying or selling property can be a stressful and time consuming. 
We simplify the process with cash offers in a quick timeframe to suit your needs.

...Together for you
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The Fugard Theatre Bioscope, in partnership 
with the Cape Town Holocaust Centre, 

presents a screening of the Oscar-winning Ida.

Sunday 7 February 2016  |  11 AM  |  R100
The Fugard Bioscope (Cnr Buitenkant & Caledon)

Book at Computicket.com | 021 461 4554

The rulers of the Arab Gulf states are, it 
seems, increasingly attentive to what 
Israel has to say about the balance of 
power in the region. As a rising Shi’a 
Iran faces off against a Sunni coalition 
led by Saudi Arabia, the core shared 
interest between Israel’s democracy 
and these conservative theocracies 
— countering Iran’s bid to become 
the dominant power and influence in 
the Islamic world — has rarely been as 
apparent.

Hence the interview given by a senior 
IDF officer to a Saudi weekly, Elaph, 

which laid out how Israel analyzes the 
present wretched state of the Middle East. 
In the Israeli view, there are, the officer 
said, four powers that have coalesced in 
the region. 

The first power centers on Iran and its 
allies and proxies, such as the Bashar al-
Assad dictatorship in Syria, Shi’a rebels 
in Yemen and Iraq, and most pertinently 
for Israel, Hezbollah in Lebanon. 

The second power contains what the 
officer called “moderate” states with 
whom Israel has “a common language” 
— Egypt, Jordan, and the Gulf countries. 

The third power, one that is obviously 
waning, is represented 
in the form of the 
Muslim Brotherhood, 
now vanquished in its 
Egyptian heartland but 
still reigning in Hamas-
controlled Gaza. 

Finally, the fourth 
power is another 
non-state actor, the 
combined forces of jihadi 
barbarism like Al-Qaeda 
and Islamic State.

Israel’s goal in this 
situation is a modest 
one. As the IDF officer 
put it, “There is a danger that the strife 
will reach us as well if the instability in the 
region continues for a long time. 

Therefore, we need to take advantage 
of the opportunity and work together 
with the moderate states to renew quiet 
in the region.” The key phrase here, it 
seems to me, is “renew quiet.” Foremost 
for the Israelis, that means counteracting 
Iran and especially its Lebanese proxy 
Hezbollah, and then minimizing the 
potential for jihadi terrorists to operate 
on or near Israeli-controlled territory. 
A broader strategic vision can also be 
detected here: Ultimately, both Israel and 
the conservative Arab states share the 
common interests of neutralizing Iran and 
eliminating the jihadi groups. 

The partnership between Israel and 
these states is already in operation, at the 
levels of intelligence sharing and — not 
for the first time — cautious exploration of 
trade relations. 

That there is a strong military dimension 
as well to all this is entirely conceivable. 
And for the time being, it seems that 
neither side wants to expand or contract 
on their public ties with each other; Israel 
has long had embassies in Cairo and 
Amman, but that doesn’t mean there’ll be 
an Israeli ambassador in Riyadh anytime 
soon, much less a film festival or trade 
expo. 

There’s another factor that has 
accelerated the formation of this 
undeclared, look-the-other-way alliance: 
the shift in American Middle East policy 
under President Barack Obama. Some 

readers will remember that back in 1991, 
the first Bush administration pointedly 
left Israel out of the coalition to expel 
Saddam Hussein from Kuwait, so as not 
to antagonize the Gulf states. 

Now, frustration with Obama has 
compelled these very same states to 
recognize that they have an existential 
interest in cooperating with Israel.

You might say that the president 
deserves credit for bringing about a 
situation, in the wake of the nuclear 
deal with Iran, which has compelled 
the Gulf states to grasp the reality and 
permanence of Israel as never before. 

Still, the visions and prophecies of 
a Middle Eastern equivalent of the 
European Union, much indulged during 
the Oslo Accords years in the late 1990s, 
are not now in evidence, and that’s 
welcome. For their own reasons, neither 
Israel nor the Arab states feel obliged to 
articulate a sense of what their region 
should look like in the event that the 
Iranian threat is overcome.

Indeed, there’s a case that doing so 
would be counterproductive — it would 
impose political pressures upon a 
discreet yet strategically vital relationship 
that above all requires, in the parlance 

of the IDF officer, the 
“moderate” states to 
remain as moderate 
states. 

With the reorientation of 
American policy towards 
a rapprochement 
with Tehran, along 
with Russia’s active 
involvement in the 
Tehran-Damascus axis, 
Israel is the nearest 
reliable, not to say 
formidable, power that 
these countries can turn 
to.

In the present Middle Eastern context, 
then, the realism and discretion which has 
always underwritten Israeli foreign policy 
continues to prevail. 

That realism presumably extends to 
recognizing that regimes like Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain might eventually succumb 
to their internal instabilities, already 
exacerbated by the further collapse of the 
price of oil. 

When you consider the alternatives, 
the region’s architecture could be much 
worse for Israel than it is currently. Long 
an anomaly as the only open society in 
the region, the target of Arab military 
and economic warfare throughout the 
latter half of the last century, Israel in this 
century is now a partner in a regional bloc. 

To be sure, this is a bloc based upon 
interests, not common values, and is 
therefore necessarily limited in scope. 
But in the present storm, and amidst the 
appalling human suffering generated by 
the clash of these rival interests in Syria, 
it’s the closest thing we have to progress.

Ben Cohen, senior editor of TheTower.org 
& The Tower Magazine, writes a weekly 
column for JNS.org on Jewish affairs 
and Middle Eastern politics. His writings 
have been published in Commentary, the 
New York Post, Haaretz, The Wall Street 
Journal, and many other publications. He 
is the author of “Some of My Best Friends: 
A Journey Through Twenty-First Century 
Antisemitism” (Edition Critic, 2014).

Israel and the four powers
By Ben Cohen/JNS.org

Ultimately, both Israel 
and the conservative 
Arab states share the 
common interests of 
neutralizing Iran and 
eliminating the jihadi 

groups. 

He continues, saying that “there are a 
number of reasons people want to deny 
racism exists. We want to believe the 
world is fair and just and the existence 
of racism undermines these beliefs. We 
gain self-esteem and a sense of identity 
from our culture so we are motivated to 
see our culture as moral and good.”

Since 1994 white South Africans have 
had a lot of easily bought esteem and 
reward. Nelson Mandela and the concept 
of the rainbow nation had us all forgiven 
before many of us had even really 
understood what had 
happened. I think 
now begins the hard 
work of reflection 
and sensitivity. A 
simple test I have 
started for myself, is 
replacing the words 
in conversations and 
the media that refer to 
Black people to those 
that refer to Jews. If you swap out all 
the covert racist ‘Black words’ for covert 
antisemitic ‘Jew words’ and you are left 
feeling sick, violated and unsafe, you 
should hold onto that feeling and project 
your efforts into fighting that message. 
There was a time not so long ago when 
Jews were considered to be wholly 
undesirable.  The idea of ‘No Dogs, No 
Blacks, No Jews’ was a fairly common 
one just a few decades ago. Have we 
forgotten that? 

In a fantastic Tedtalk, novelist 
Chimamanda Adichie speaks about the 

‘single story’. If we only understand each 
other through a single story narrative that 
we ourselves choose for the other, how 
can we truly understand anything with 
sensitivity? 

She goes on to say that “It is impossible 
to talk about the single story without 
talking about power. There is a word, an 
Igbo word, that I think about whenever I 
think about the power structures of the 
world, and it is “nkali.” It’s a noun that 
loosely translates to “to be greater than 
another.” Like our economic and political 

worlds, stories too 
are defined by the 
principle of nkali: How 
they are told, who tells 
them, when they’re 
told, how many stories 
are told, are really 
dependent on power.”

“Power is the ability 
not just to tell the story 
of another person, 

but to make it the definitive story of that 
person.”

I believe that if we want to get past our 
natural akrasia and subconcious racism 
and limiting single story narratives to a 
place where we can all live fairly in our 
country, the time to be single-minded and 
open-minded is right now. True equality 
is not about outreach work and learning 
to greet in another language. Would we 
consider that to be enough equality for us 
if the tables were turned? Time is ticking, 
and this is one New Year’s resolution 
none of us can afford to pack away. 

Continued from page 3

Lindy with a why

The idea of ‘No Dogs, No 
Blacks, No Jews’ was a 

fairly common one just a 
few decades ago.   Have 

we forgotten that? 
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CelebratingCelebrating

HEAR IT 

SEE IT
Symphony orcheStra - 3 March
Conducted by Omri Hadari

PrOgraMMe 
Bernstein: Candide Overture
gershwin: rhapsody in Blue (Pianist aviram reihert)
rachmaninov: 2nd symphony
 
For tickets email: daphnem@ctjc.co.za or 
call Daphne / Jodi on 021 4646700
 

Other exciting events planned for 2016 include a series 
of talks highlighting the Jewish contribution to the 
development of south africa. starting on the 15th of 
March, David Bloomberg, the former Mayor of Cape Town, 
will talk about Jewish public figures. Watch this space for 
further events.

2016
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Sunday 20 December 
marked the opening of the 
exhibition ‘I Did Not Forget 
You: The World Holocaust 
Memorial Series’ by artist 
Abigail Sarah Bagraim. 

The event included a 
welcome by Cape Town 

Holocaust Centre Director 
Richard Freedman and MC 
Michael Bagraim, a poem 
by Helene Joffe (recited by 
her daughter Raphaela), and 
addresses by Dr Ute Ben 
Yosef and Sir Mick Davis.

Sir Mick Davis spoke about our 
responsibility to remember the Holocaust, 
saying that "ensuring that the memory and 

the lessons of the Holocaust are never 
forgotten should underpin the values of 
all nations... This work is an affirmation 
that if mankind can search for memory 

and find it, we 
will be nations 
of empathetic 
citizens with 
tolerance for 
the beliefs and 
cultures of 
others. This is 
Abi’s call and 
it can be heard 
from all of the 
works that 
constitute this 
exhibition."

The exhibition 
ran at the Cape 
Town Holocaust 
Centre until 11 
January 2016.

Remembering the Holocaust  
through art 

Adv Mike Crowe SC, Abigail, Holocaust survivor Miriam Lichterman, Sir 
Mick and Lady Barbara Davis. Photo: Shawn Benjamin

Abigail Bagraim and Ute Ben Yosef. Photo: Shawn 
Benjamin

On 11 
February 1966 
District Six 
was declared 
a white group 
area. 

Over 60,000 
p e o p l e 

were relocated. 
A way of life 
was destroyed. 
Fifty years 
have passed 
and today 
hardly anything 
remains of 
what was once a thriving, densely 
populated, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural 
community. The Fugard Theatre, located 
in District Six, will pay homage to what 
was once District Six — the place and its 
people. District Six — Kanala will have 
its Premiere on 11 February, precisely 50 
years after the declaration of 1966. 

David Kramer will celebrate the vibrant 
musical culture that was to be found in the 
streets, halls, hotels, clubs and bioscopes 
of 1960s District Six.

“Kanala will be my way of celebrating the 
memory of some of the amazing talents 
from District Six that I met and worked 
with over the past three decades. People 
like Taliep Petersen, Salie Daniels, Cyril 
Valentine, Billy Jaftha, Dougie Schrikker, 
Al Hendricks, Zayn Adam as well as 
Richard Rive and Vincent Kolbe. These 
were all friends who shared their vivid 
recollections of place and people with 
me” said Kramer.

As always, Kramer has cast some of 

Cape Town’s top talents for this emotionally 
charged musical including Loukmaan 
Adams (District Six the Musical, Kat & 
the Kings), Bianca Le Grange (West Side 
Story, Blood Brothers), Carlo Daniels 
(Orpheus in Africa, Blood Brothers), Edith 
Plaatjies (Orpheus in Africa), Sne Dladla 
(Orpheus in Africa), Andrea Frankson 
(Blood Brothers), Natasha Hess (Orpheus 
in Africa, West Side Story), and Cleo 
Raatus (What We Wish For).

These eight performers will be 
accompanied by a six-piece live band 
under the leadership of saxophonist 
Don-Veno Prins and guidance of musical 
director Alistair Izobell.

The Fugard Theatre is proud to be 
located in District Six and honours 
the history and memory of that vibrant 
community so savagely uprooted during 
the apartheid era.

Tickets available through the Fugard 
Theatre on 021 461 4554 or Computicket.

A moving tribute, 50 years on

After a smashing 10th anniversary year in 2015, with 130 graduates over 10 
courses, the Melton school of Adult Jewish Learning hits the ground running in 
2016 with a selection of popular courses raring to go, starting in February.

The Fundamental CORE CURRICULUM years one and two are your introduction 
to the Melton methodology, as it’s here that the foundation is laid for many of the 

graduate courses. 
The two years combined have been dubbed ‘transformational’, with one recent 

graduate calling it an ‘honour and privilege’ to have completed the course. It’s in this 
environment that Jewish adults who are searching for meaning discover the language, 
knowledge and confidence to engage in the Jewish conversation as well as the power 
to influence the decisions they make in their lives and their homes.

In addition, there are two engaging Melton graduate courses that will run over the first 
and second school terms. 

Those who missed a place at last year’s inaugural MYSTICISM AND KABBALAH: 
SECRET KNOWLEDGE IN JUDAISM course will be glad to know that Nachi Mendelow 
of Johannesburg is returning to teach 10 lessons over five weeks. He delves beyond the 
Kabbalah of Madonna and red strings, and provides a deep, accurate and intellectually 
honest understanding of what for centuries has been esoteric knowledge available only 
to a chosen few.

ISRAELI LITERATURE AS A WINDOW TO ISRAELI SOCIETY will be taught again 
by Aviva Laskov, this time over 10 weeks on Tuesday evenings in Sea Point. Through 
the pens of its leading writers, students will encounter an Israeli society that is original, 
contemporary, honest and proud. Reflections of the mythic Israel are matched by 
poetry and prose that is challenging and self-critical, and both offer profound insight 
into the Israeli national psyche.

An open invite to all: The Midrasha Institute presents five lessons with Anthony Knopf 
titled TORAT CHESED: JEWISH ETHICS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE. WHY DOES 
JUDAISM CARE ABOUT MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE? where you can 
discuss Judaism’s ethical roots and question whether there’s a specifically Jewish way 
of improving the world.

What better time to enter the eternal Jewish conversation? 
Discover a curriculum that’s interactive, empowering and non-prescriptive. 

Get to the new Melton Cape Town website www.meltoncapetown.org now where 
you’ll find all the information you need and join the ranks of Wondering Jews.

No tests, No homework, Know Judaism.

Contact Viv Anstey on 082-8095414 or Lauren Snitcher on 082-8802257.

Melton and Midrasha  
steam into 2016

Back: Victor Boyd, Eric Marx, Steve Jacobs, Gil Bauman, Jonny Biederman-Pam, Hilton 
Greenbaum, Ralph Baker, Eugene Kruss-Van Der Heever. Second Back Row:  Greg Alexander, 
Sarah Moross; June Hayman; Natalie Barnett; Lois Herr; Debbi Weinstein; Belle Divaris; Joy 
Sagor; Val Bernstein; Charlene Katzeff; Sheila Baker; Debi Staniland; Cindy Moritz; Vivienne 
Myburgh; Ian Lipman; Carl May, Bryan Opert; Gerald Diamond; Gary Anstey; Gyuri Fodor. 
Middle Row:  Viv Anstey; Nesta Shorkend; David and Naomi Rose; Irene Choritz; Sue Lipman; 
Ashna Diamond; Beryl Verblun; Debbie Stein; Sue Buchalter; Lauren Snitcher. Front: Aviva 
Laskov;  Ilana Shone;  Ronnie Gotkin; Rachel Losinksy; Michele Shev; Amanda Katz; Hazel 
Kosviner; Esther Maizels; David De Kock. A number of students are absent from this picture; 
there were 130 Melton/Midrasha graduates in total in 2015.
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2016 is off with a bang. The rainbow 
nation is under strain with an incline 
of racism and hate speech as the 
unashamed lay out their dirty laundry 
on social media. 

Attorneys, estate agents, government 
employees, media personalities, 

business people, men and women seem 
to have lost the plot and, with enthusiasm, 
slur incredibly vile expressions bursting 
with revulsion and deep animosity.

At the same time, the rainbow nation 
is in dire need for unity and for the good 
hearted, who certainly outweigh the 
rogues, to take a stand against racism, 
against antisemitism, against intolerance 
and any other form of hatred.

There is more than enough reason for 
citizens of this gorgeous country to find 
a cause, an inspiration and a purpose 
through which to ignite an activism of 
good. There is huge talent within South 
Africans that should, as has been 
done before, be used to add value to 
our society, to our economy and to the 
morality of humanity.

For Jews in South Africa, the increase 
of antisemitic slurs has been concerning 
and the Jewish Board of Deputies is fully 
committed and confidently empowered 
to combat this unacceptable trend. A 
joint partnership with community is of 
outmost importance and the Board 
will be introducing an active campaign 
towards our community, government and 
civil society to educate and formalize a 
coherent activism to rule out any potential 
acceptance of anti-Semitism and 

intolerance. 
Let us not forget 

where we come from. 
There is a fundamental 
opportunity for Jews to 
take a lead in fighting 
intolerance and adding 
to the development 
and transformation of the country. Our 
history of suffering, our stories of heroism 
as a people who for generations have 
combatted the virus of hate and beyond 
all odds rebuilt our identity, our futures 
and that of our surroundings, time and 
time again. Jews are a people of all 
color, we are white and we are black, we 
are Middle Eastern, European, African 
and we have lived among the nations 
for thousands of years. The idea that 
the Jewish community as a privileged 
minority who have no idea of suffering 
couldn’t be any further from the truth and 
diminishes the struggle of generations of 
heroes who have given their lives for the 
future of the generations and the future of 
humanity.

Here we are, a new year, a new time. 
The challenges of intolerance become 
the opportunity for a multitude of good 
things by good people. This is the year 
when racism stops with me! It stops with 
you! It stops with all good people! This is 
the year that we as a Jewish people will 
stand with confidence, will combat hatred 
towards Jews, will fight for the freedom of 
our identity, will stand with Israel as the 
Jewish State, will fight against racism and 
will add value to our country, our societies 
and to humanity.

A call to all good people

www.capebod.org.za

Daniel Levitt, Executive Director of the Cape South African Jewish Board of Deputies

DIRECTOR’S CUT

The I ‘heart’ Israel project, is a first-time collaborative venture between the Israel 
Centre, The Cape Board and Makom Israel aimed at providing a small diverse 
group of young Jews with the tools, knowledge and exposure to constructively 
engage and develop their relationship to Israel and to Zionism as Jews. This all 
while learning to respect the diversity of opinions within the group and focusing 
on exploring the tensions facing their relationship and identity through healthy, 
nuanced engagement techniques. 

The first part of this three part programme has a unique series of intensive workshops 
developed by Lauren Kessler of GenerationNext, Hagai Dagan of the Israel Centre 

and Robbie Gringras, an educator from Makom Israel – a division of the Jewish Agency.  
The first three sessions covered topics from The West Bank and the relationship of 
Peace and Justice, Soldiers, stone throwers, vigilante acts and the role or impact of 
the Media and looking at the question of Land; the historical , religious and nationalist 
relationship to it. 

This session was precariously focused on exploring the Palestinian Narrative. 
Through hours of extensive research and content development an appropriate but 
still highly challenging activity for the groups participants was compiled focused on 
presenting them with the Palestinian narrative timeline as well as providing them  with 
an anthropological opportunity to visit the perspectives of the Palestinians and try hear 
the ‘other side’. 

The importance of this session was illustrated in the commitment these young adults 
have to exploring their Jewish Zionist identity and their relationship to Israel. Although 
the exposure to the Palestinian narrative is a hard hitting and highly emotive affront for 
the majority of the group, the facilitation provided allowed them to engage constructively 
with this narrative, explore it with a healthy open and measured mind set and deal with 
the emotional reactions that it caused. As a result all the participants, each coming from 
different backgrounds all with their own Zionist identities were able, and through this 
course in general , are able  to not only explore the nuanced layers of being a diaspora, 
and Israeli Zionist but to take it further and become knowledgeable and more resolute 
in their Jewish identity as well. They are gaining valuable skills through this process of 
constructive engagement, debate, respect of difference and strength in supporting the 
Zionist ideal. The course is therefore a cathartic, educational and positive process in 
creating informed, articulate, strong young Jewish leaders.

The group itself is a diverse mix of 14 young people. Bogrim and current leaders 
from Habonim, Bnei Akiva and Netzer are present, students from UCT, UWC and 
Stellenbosch. Reform Jews, Secular Jews, Orthodox and even Chabad Orthodox. 
They range in age from 21 to 26, from left to right wing and from being Israeli citizens, 

children of Israeli parents, 
frequent visitors to Israel, 
those who have only 
ever been on birthright , 
those who are planning 
on making Aliyah, to 
those that made yiridah, 
to those that have never 
been to Israel before in 
their life.  

This cross section 
of the young adult 
student community is a 
powerful indicator of the 
importance of this kind of 

project and how it is an issue that reaches all Jews within 
this demographic. This may be a pilot project, and as such 
will need to be developed further for next year, but as it 
continues we can see something quite remarkable already 
happening.

That a bunch of young adults are willing to come sit in a 
boardroom for nearly three hours until 10:15 on a Thursday 
night (instead of going off to join the First Thursday events 
happening, or the fact that it was the birthday of one of the 
participants) and fully engage in this important aspect of 
being Jewish. If there ever is an indicator of what it means 
for young people to be communally involved, to care deeply 
about the fate of the Jewish people, I think this is it.

For more information about this remarkable programme, and 
its plan for 2016, please contact Hagai Dagan, Community 
Shaliach via email at Shaliach@ctjc.co.za

Giving our children a future

Exploring Zionist identity through a 
unique lens: the Palestinian Narrative 

Lauren Kessler

We are incredibly blessed as a community to 
be able to offer significant bursaries for tertiary 
education to Jewish students in need. 

This is not replicated to this extent in any other of the 
Jewish centres in South Africa. In 2015, the Cape 

Board Bursary Department, under the chairmanship 
of Lester Hoffman, awarded over 1.5 million rand in 
bursaries to 88 students. Without these bursaries, 
many of our best and brightest would simply not be 
able to afford to get an education. It is only through the 
generosity of our community that we are able to offer 
these essential bursaries. 

If you would like to know more about our bursaries 
and to see how you can get involved, please 
contact our Bursary Coordinator, Jodi Goldberg, on  
021 464 6724 or email sajbd2@ctjc.co.za. 

Interview with Jodi Goldberg
Jodi has been working at Cape SAJBD for four years 
as an executive assistant to the Executive Director. Her 
role is quite wide and varied and involves coordinating 
the Director and professional staff’s needs. The 
role commands a good grasp of operations, and an 
understanding of the organisation’s projects, goals 
and strategies. Part of the job includes the coordination 
and administration of bursaries for tertiary education to 
Jewish beneficiaries in the Western Cape. She loves 
life and loves to help other people, volunteering for the 

CSO and Ezra as well as other organisations.

How long have you been involved in the Bursary 
Programme?
JG: Since I started working at the Cape Board four 
years ago.

In those years, what have been some of your highlights?
JG: It is really a good feeling to be able to help other 
people. It is SO rewarding when bursary recipients 
write you appreciation letters as well as seeing them 
graduate with good results. It is nice to know that you 
have helped them along the way to become successful 
and have the ability to make a career for themselves, 
no matter how hard life can be or however difficult their 
personal circumstances are. 

It is also amazing to see previous bursary students 
who have climbed corporate ladders or become 
successful (locally and abroad) who want to give 
back to the community and donate money back to 
the bursary fund so that future applicants can receive 
bursaries (just like they did).

How has your involvement impacted you?
JG: It is sad to see and read about difficult 
circumstances — it makes me feel so proud to work 
at the Cape SAJBD and be able to assist any Jewish 
and needy student who wishes to further their tertiary 
education and be empowered to become successful 
in life.

‘...providing 
them  with an 

anthropological 
opportunity 
to visit the 

perspectives of the 
Palestinians and 

try hear the ‘other 
side’.
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“Building trust in relationships is 
crucial to becoming a successful 
entrepreneur”. So said Alan Hilburg, 
president of Hilburg Associates, 
who was keynote speaker at the 
Entrepreneurship Indaba, held at the 
Double Tree Hotel in Woodstock in 
November. 

Launched in Cape Town in 2013 – and 
nationally the following year - the 

Black-Jewish Entrepreneurs Network 
(B-JEN) was initially a partnership 
between the Cape SA Jewish Board of 
Deputies and the South African Black 
Entrepreneurs Forum. Its prime objective 
was to facilitate interaction between 
entrepreneurs. 

Sponsored by Investec, B-JEN 
succeeded in creating business 
partnerships as a result of the various 
gatherings that have taken place. 
It has also facilitated cross-cultural 
engagement in line with the country’s 

transformation goals.
B-JEN has now evolved, 

incorporating other 
organisations to broaden 
the network. Rocket School, 
an entrepreneurship start-
up school, and the Aspen 
Network for Development 
Entrepreneurs (ANDE), 
assisted in developing the 
Entrepreneurship Indaba, 
a half-day event bringing 
together social and traditional 
entrepreneurs, providing 
a forum for engagement, 
workshops, lectures and 
pitch sessions.

The event was held under the joint 
auspices of the Mensch Network, 
another Cape Board initiative, a network 
for Jewish social entrepreneurs, activists 
and development professionals working 
to create transformation and upliftment in 
South Africa.

Hilburg, a brand protection specialist, 
emphasised the importance of clarity 
in explaining one’s business model. 
One’s brand was “about the trust that 
stakeholders put in you. 

“If people trust in you, they’ll trust in 
your idea and you’ll be able to monetise 
it,” he said.   

He also stressed the value of a good 
website and of keeping promises, 
commenting on the latter: “There is 
nothing more important, not only in 
business, but in relationships.”

Resilience was an “incredibly important 
characteristic” for an entrepreneur, 
Hilburg stressed, adding: “You’ve got to 

have the grit to get 
up when you fail.”

In order to unlock 
u n c o n d i t i o n a l 
customer trust, one 
had to communicate 
by listening. “All 
we’re talking about 
is walking a mile 
in someone else’s 
shoes,” he said. 

During a panel 
discussion with 
investors on 
funding issues, 
moderator Roy 

Silver noted that there was always a 
“mismatch” between the people with the 
money and those who needed it. “People 
with money say they can’t find people 
with good ideas, whereas entrepreneurs 
say, ‘They don’t buy into our vision.’

“Is it true that you guys can’t find the 
good ideas?” he asked the panel. 

“Ideas are a very small part of it,” 
Eric Edelstein, CEO of DaddysDeals, 
responded. “If I’m guaranteed to make 
money, you’ll get the money,” he said.

Panellist Vasili Sofiadellis, a partner 
in the Enterprise Elevator Accelerator 
Growth Programme, said that “passion, 
vision and an attitude that whatever wall 
he may hit, he’s going to succeed”, were 
the factors that influenced him to invest in 
an individual.  

In addition, an “absolutely fantastic 
idea” was not enough without proof that 
the product was needed in the market. 

Lunda Wright, co-founder of 
Thundafund, a crowd-funding platform, 
said that it gave entrepreneurs the 
opportunity to get their ideas or products 
vetted by the public.

“We have a vetting process and 
guide entrepreneurs through the whole 
campaign.” But, he cautioned, “If you’re 
not engaging with your target market, 
you’re already on the back foot.”

Sandile Phillip, a banker at Investec, 
stressed the importance of honest 
feedback from a trusted partner before 
approaching funders.  

“It is easier to represent guys that have 
failed before, because they’ve learned 
the lesson,” he added. 

There was enthusiastic participation 
from the floor, with an entrepreneur who 
owns the coffee shop at the Science 
Centre enquiring as to the time it took to 
decide if something was worth investing 
in. “It’s about the entrepreneurs – I 
wouldn’t read a business plan, I’d want to 
meet you,” said Edelstein.

“I’d do informal due diligence, meet you 
a few times. Probably a couple of weeks,” 
he added. 

He also stressed the importance of 
building relationships. “You’re rarely 
going to get money from someone you’ve 
just met – it’s not about cold-calling 
investors when you are ready.”

A foreign entrepreneur said he felt 

marginalised and asked the panel for 
advice. Phillip explained that foreigners 
were a greater risk for investors so it was 
important for them to be able to prove 
that they would be able to meet their 
obligations. 

An entrepreneur in the informal sector 
bemoaned the fact that they were rarely 
given funds. Phillip said the banks were 
doing as much as they could to support 
small to medium enterprises.

“You need to do things on your side too 
to formalise your role,” he advised. 

A questioner raised the issue of 
financial literacy, to which the suggestion 
was made from the floor that a middle 
man interpret funders’ requirements to 
entrepreneurs who may not speak the 
same language. 

Zang co-founders Jethro Braun and Brett Horwitz

Sibulele Sijaji of Hood Unwired speaking to panel of judges — Sandile 
Phillip, Roy Silver, Vasili Sofiadellis, Lunda Wright and Eric Edelstein.

Sheryl Ozinsky from the Oranjezicht City Farm getting ready for her 
presentation

Portia HlengiweKnowledge, networking and food

Keynote Speaker Alan Hilberg

Jonathan Halliday and Damian Michael

Moira Schneider  Cape Town

Entrepreneurship Indaba guides startups to success
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For more info:  www.mensch.org.za  •  gina@mensch.org.za

mensch
the 
mensch
network

in March 2016 Mensch will become 
south africa’s first independent 
Jewish social change organisation  
and you can play your part!

mensch will focus on the 
3 areas outlined below:

getting 
involved in 

civil society

jewish
community
engaging in

social change

The Mensch Network is a collection of 
Jewish South African individuals, who 
are committed to creating social change 
in our country. Members include people 
working in NGO’s, social enterprises, 
academia, health, education, politics 
and more. The Mensch Network aims 
to support the work of its members, 
and offer the Jewish community, insight 
into to the work being done. 

Mensch will offer our Jewish community, 
schools and shuls, direct access to 
opportunities to make a difference in 
our country. Through volunteering, 
study and immersion activities, Mensch 
will offer practical ways to enact our 
committment and obligation to Chesed 
and Tikkun Olam.

Now more than ever we as Jewish 
South Africans must play our part in 
protecting our democracy, standing 
up for what is right and just, and 
speaking out for those who cannot. 

The Cape SA Jewish Board of Deputies 
proudly initiated Mensch in 2014 and 

wishes the organisation every  
success in this next  

exciting chapter.

Something quite significant happened at a recent 
GenerationNext ‘Cool Jews’ event.  

Around a crowded Boardroom table over slices of pizza 
and bottles of beer, a delegation of Israeli mishlachat 

destined to be madrachim at the annual Habonim 
Machaneh shared their dreams, hopes and realities living 
in Israel given the current climate of terror attacks. 

Spread around the table was a diverse mix of young 
Jewish adults all eager to ask the Israelis — the Cool 
Jews — the questions they wouldn’t get answered from 
in the media. The main question on everyone’s lips was 
around fear — how do you cope? How do you manage to 
survive? How has it affected your livelihood? Surprisingly 
the Israeli’s answer was overwhelmingly positive. 

Despite having all experienced terror and tragedy in 
some way or another they unanimously stressed that 
to ‘give into fear’ is to ‘let terror win’.  To them the key 
to overcoming terror is continuing with daily life and 
celebrating their nation’s existence with pride. What was 
even more important, they felt is to not give into the hate 
that can easily consume you emotionally but rather  to 
‘rise above it’ and always hope, always believe that there 
will be peace in the future.  

This resolute response from young Israelis was inspiring 
as it was shocking for the South African Jews around the 
table; to hear such strength and positivity coming from 
their peers in Israel gave many a newfound hope in for 
the future too. 

“We are not afraid!” 
exclaim young Israelis

By Lauren Kessler

The Reconciliation Day Interfaith 
Walk began ten years ago, with 
the aim of bringing together 
people from the major faith 
groups of Cape Town. Further, 
it is and has been a cultural 
and historically educational 
opportunity to visit Christian, 
Muslim and Jewish houses 
of worship in the city. Each 
year a show of hands usually 
proves that at least half of the 
participants have never been 
inside one of these buildings, 
outside of their faith group.

Last year, on 16 December, we 
met on the outdoor Labyrinth of 

the St George’s Cathedral where 
the Very Reverend Dean Michael 
Weeder and lay leader Di Oliver 
welcomed everyone and set the 
tone for the morning: one of quiet 
contemplation, an open heart and 
open mind. 

The first speaker was retired 
Judge Justice Essa Moosa, who 
shared his memories of integrated 
areas of Cape Town such as District 
Six and the Bokaap. He recalled 
painful memories of apartheid and 
the struggle for justice and equality 
for all South Africans.

From the Cathedral, the group 
continued up the Company’s Garden 
to the Gardens Synagogue, where 
Rabbi Oshy Feldman welcomed the 
group and gave a short explanation 
of the building. Co-founder of the 
walk The Reverend Terry Lester 
then addressed the group.  

The walk continued up into the 
Bokaap, to the Auwaul 
Mosque. Social 
entrepreneur Sheryl 
Ozinsky, the founder 
of the Oranjezicht 
City Farm and market, 
spoke in the Mosque, 
bringing together many 
important themes that 
had been touched 
upon throughout the 
morning: of ‘loving thy 
neighbour, of working 
together being the 
only option to true 
reconciliation and 
growth’.

The final visit was 
to the Groote Kerk 
on Adderley Street, 
where the group was 
invited to enjoy and few 
refreshments. 

Sheryl Ozinsky at the Boorhanol Mosque

Rabbi Oshy Feldman joining the 
participants

Walking together on Reconciliation Day

The walk on the way to Gardens Shul



Cape Jewish Chronicle February 2016 13

INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY GROUP
The Real Estate Leaders

REMAX.CO.ZA NOBODY IN THE WORLD SELLS MORE REAL ESTATE THAN RE/MAX 

RE/MAX Living | City Bowl 021 423 4488  |  Sea Point  021 433 1555 | Camps Bay 021 437 1790 | remaxliving.co.za

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Sasha Dwyer
Mobile: +27 (0)82 468 8282
sasha@remaxliving.co.za

Glenn Joselowitz
Cell +27 (0)83 454 3377
glenn@remaxliving.co.za

RE/MAX Living City Bowl | Sea Point | Camps Bay Office 021 423 4488 www.remaxliving.co.za

FIRST WE WILL
SELL YOUR HOME

THEN WE WILL PAY
FOR YOUR MOVE

Terms & Conditions Apply

Supervisor / Manager Craft Workshop
Supervisor required to manage a workshop employing  

intellectually disabled adults.  
The workshop is situated in the City Bowl area.

The successful candidate should be creative, motivated, ideas driven, manage 
orders and co-ordinate production of high quality craft goods, as well as being 

organised. The person is required to have empathy, set boundaries and train the 
workers in various skills. A knowledge of weaving could be an advantage.

This is a unique position, very exciting and challenging.  Could suit someone with 
teaching background, or art background, with a strong ability to manage adults 

with special needs.

Kindly send CV, in confidence, to jsec@iafrica.com
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The Friendship Celebration event 
which took place on 7 December 
2015 at Café Riteve, was a celebration 
of the successful collaboration and 
friendship between the Jewish 
community and their Christian 
Zionist friends. The theme for this 
year’s event was: ‘A taste of Israel’.

This is an annual event to honour 
our Christian Zionist friends that 

have worked so hard alongside us 
and supported us during the course 
of the year. The event was incredibly 
entertaining and further cemented our 
already strong relationship. There were 
120 people in attendance. The first 
speaker at the event was Mr. Rowan 
Polovin on behalf of the South African 
Zionist Federation (Cape Council) who 
was followed by Rev Barry Isaacs, a 
pro-Israel Christian Zionist.

If you didn’t know better, you would 
have thought you were in Jerusalem.  
Café Riteve was decorated to represent 
the four quarters of Jerusalem; the 
Jewish, Armenian, Christian and 
Muslim quarters and the guests enjoyed 
the wonderful taste of traditional 
Israeli foods such as hummus, falafel, 
schwarma, Israeli salad, matbucha 
salad and pita bread. It felt just like as 
if we were in one of the best traditional 
restaurants right in the middle of 
Jerusalem!

On the musical front we were 
entertained by the Ivory Band, led 
by the talented Erez Shaked who 
also coordinated the event.  The 
band entertained the guests with a 
combination of traditional Hebrew 
and classic ‘sing-along’ songs. Erez 

Shaked was born in Israel and is one 
of four brothers who are all seasoned 
entertainers. Their mother, Romy 
Shaked launched the well-known band, 
the Sabras, many years ago. Erez is 
very involved in bringing Jewish and 
Christian communities closer together 
through music. The members of the 
band that performed at this event 
comprised of: Shuli Babas on keyboard, 
Ivor Jacobson on drums and Ted 
Faulkner on bass guitar. The band’s 
repertoire included songs like ‘Sarie 
Marais’ and ‘Marching to Pretoria.’

We also had Celia le Roux from 
the Machol dancing group who was 
accompanied by six other energetic 
dancers, all of whom are passionate 
about Israeli dancing and who 
encouraged the guests to join in 
exciting Israeli folk dancing.

The spirit of this important event was 
very high and we all had lots of fun. It 
was definitely one of our best events of 
2015. What a wonderful way to close 
such a busy year and provide us with so 
much energy, support and inspiration 
for the year ahead.

On 18 November 2015, members of our community 
were invited to take part in a panel discussion 
and report back by four esteemed South African 
parliamentarians who recently returned from a 
fact-finding trip to Israel. During the trip they were 
accompanied by the National Chairman of the South 
African Zionist Federation, Mr. Ben Swartz.

The parliamentary delegation included Prince 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, leader of the Inkatha Freedom 

Party; Congress of the People’s Mosiuoa Lekota; United 
Democratic Movement’s Bantu Holomisa; Pieter Mulder 
of Freedom Front Plus; and Rev. Kenneth Meshoe of the 
African Christian Democratic Party.

At the event, Prince Mangosuthu Buthelezi said “we 
are more convinced than ever that the South African 
government must not take sides, but must firmly stand 
on the side of peace.”

“We benefitted from meeting with officials and 
leaders from both the Knesset of the State of Israel in 
Jerusalem and the Mukataa of the Palestinian Authority 
in Ramallah,” the group announced in a statement 
issued upon their return to South Africa. “We engaged 
in discussions with members of the executive, with 
opposition parties, and with members of Parliament in 

Israel of Arab extraction. We also met 
with academics and leaders outside of 
government.”

The leaders stressed that they made 
the trip with the full knowledge of both 
the Israeli ambassador to South Africa, 
Arthur Lenk, and Palestinian diplomat 
Bassam al-Husseiny. They asserted 
that they made the trip “believing that 
South Africa should actively promote 
contact between the two sides of the 
conflict.”

The mission undertaken by these 
five remarkable parliamentarians 
should not be underestimated. They 
were continually attacked by other 
South African parliamentarians and by 
supporters of the Boycott, Divestment 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement. 

In return, the lawmakers who 
travelled to Israel, called on the South 
African National Congress to “not take 
sides in the conflict” but rather “to stand on the side of 
peace.”

This was a very unique gathering and we thank 

our guests for taking part in it and we hope that more 
members of the South African Parliament will be willing 
to undertake similar trips in the future and formulate 
their own objective views around the ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

I am always a bit skeptical of those 
that interpret current events through 
Biblical verses, but as I review the events 
of the past year, the veracity of Geness 
12.3 “I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.” are all too apparent.

Many organisations that have used 
every opportunity to curse Israel, 

and called for boycotts and the isolation of 
Israel, have suffered irreversible setbacks; 
Cosatu is on the verge of imploding and 
its former leader Zwelinzima Vavi, has 
been sidelined and is a lone voice in the 
wilderness. The ANC Youth league and 
COSAS, have been involved in internecine 
battles, rendering them powerless, 
incapable of controlling the rolling student 
unrest that has gripped our campuses, 
making them almost ungovernable.

Blade Nzimande, the Minister of Higher 
Education, who was refused entry into 
Israel, because of his vexatious intentions 
to harm and isolate Israeli Universities, 
has been stabbed in his back by his own 
students, humiliating him publicly  causing 
him to become an irrelevant and pathetic 
leader. The University of Johannesburg 
that misguidedly severed links with the 
Ben Gurion University a few years ago, 
has suffered from a litany of problems. 
The irony is that the collaboration was 
about water treatment projects that were 
jettisoned when the boycotters got their 
way, and these could have been of benefit 
to the challenges that drought stricken 
South Africa face today. One of the leading 
pro-boycott Professors was Faried Essack, 
who humiliated himself when on Facebook 
he expressed in the foulest language 
complete indifference to the victims of 
the Paris attacks. All those companies 
targeted by the BDS Campaign, have not 

caved in to the relentless 
and vindictive pressures 
pilled on them, and the 
success of Woolworths is 
emblematic of how these 
targeted companies 
have flourished. These 
companies represent 
the best corporate values of social 
responsibility, in the way they give back 
to the broader community to make South 
Africa a better place for all its citizens.

Internationally, the headstrong President 
Erdogan of Turkey, known for his support of 
Hamas and for his anti-Israel vitriol, seems 
to have been knocked off his seemingly 
immovable pedestal, by President Putin 
and by setbacks in Syria. Internally, 
Turkey faces constant social unrest, 
imprisons more opponents of the regime 
and journalists than any other democracy, 
and is engaged in a relentless campaign 
against the Kurds, some likening it to a 
genocidal campaign. He now seems ready 
to declare a truce with Israel. In Venezuela, 
the anti-American/Israel legacy of Hugo 
Chavez that brought only pain and suffering 
on his people has been overthrown after 
more than 16 years. Likewise, in Argentina, 
a new regime, more respectful of Israel 
and its local Jewish citizens, promises a 
new dawn in relations. Just when sanctions 
against Iran are being lifted the collapse in 
the price of oil is wreaking havoc with the 
budgets of oil producing countries, denying 
them the harvest of cash with which to 
finance terror groups and agendas. With 
upcoming elections in the USA promising 
to deliver a more pro-Israel candidate and 
local municipal elections in South Africa 
indicating glimmers of hope for changes 
that could open the way for a  government 
that benefits all the people, rather than just 
the ruling party, 2016 may yet be a year of 
blessings.

By Ben Levitas, Chairman, SAZF Cape Council

View from the Chair Friendship celebration
A taste of Israel

By Hila Zetler

Parliamentarian trip to Israel

Front: Cedras Goliath, Jasmine Goliath, Neville Petersen and Priscilla Petersen. 
Back: Adam Kepkey, Jane Vester-Cohen, Tienie Fourie, Catherine Jacobs and 
Myrtle Jacobs

Pastor Albert Mbenga, Ben Levitas and 
Victor Belo
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ISRAEL’S NATIONAL GAS DEAL
What is The National Gas Deal?

The National Gas Deal is a significant agreement surrounding Israel’s newly found gas fields in the Mediterranean. US company Noble Energy and the Israel-
based Delek Group have been producing gas from the Tamar field off Israel’s coast since 2013 and the deal allows for them to now commence the work of 
extracting gas from the vast Leviathan gas field off the Israeli coast. 

Where are these gas fields?
The Tamar gas field is located in Israel's exclusive economic zone, about 80km west of Haifa. It is believed to have proven reserves of 7.1 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas, while the neighbouring Tamar South field has 810 billion cubic feet. 
The Leviathan gas field is located off the coast of Israel, 47 kilometres south-west of the Tamar gas field and about 130 km west of Haifa. It is considered to 
hold around 22 trillion cubic feet of gas. 

How will The National Gas Deal benefit Israel?
There are various reasons why the Gas Deal is a good thing for Israel, both domestically 
and internationally. In relation to the economy, security and internationally diplomacy the 
Gas Deal is one that brings with it much potential for progress and advancement. It has the 
capacity to transform Israel into a regional energy powerhouse and allow the Jewish State 
to be an energy exporter for the first time. 
Economy

• The Gas Deal will help Israel economically, both domestically and globally, as it is 
expected to pave the way for energy independence.

• It provides a remedy to Israel’s economic problems by offering potential energy self-
sufficiency as well as billions of dollars in taxes and royalties.

• Natural gas prices will be greatly reduced for local consumers, and Israel will be 
strengthened in the financial market internationally with such a vast resource of gas to 
export to other countries. 

• Israel may not be an energy superpower but could most certainly become a significant 
force in the international community and this, along with gaining a cheaper source of 
energy, makes the Gas Deal very important to Israel’s economy. 

• Security
• For Israel, security considerations are comprehensive, ongoing and of the utmost 

prevalence. 
• The need for multiple gas fields in Israel is essential at a time when both internal and external threats are high. Being left with one power plant that is under 

fire is a nightmare scenario for Israel. 
• To avoid any possibility of sabotage it is imperative that Israel diversifies its sources of energy and for these reasons it is clear to see how vital the Gas 

Deal is to the nation’s security. 
• International Diplomacy
• The National Gas Deal will have geo-political ramifications for Israel that are most significant. Israel knows how to build friendly relations through soft 

diplomacy such as business, economy, and trade, so the gas deal will greatly contribute to Israel's diplomatic work. 
• Countries including Greece, Cyprus, Jordan, Egypt and Turkey have shown interest in buying gas from Israel.
• Israel’s neighbours are concerned by the problem of energy costs and supplying gas to those countries adds a layer of stability that is both in their and 

Israel’s interest. 
• The Gas Deal provides the chance for Israel to affect some energy diplomacy by exporting to Arab countries.
• In January 2014, the Israeli government approved plans to supply the Palestinian Authority with natural gas from Leviathan once production commences. 

• The deal will not only contribute to improving regional relationships but also offers a very real 
lifeline to the peace process.

• The deal could certainly be something that improves regional ties, positively transforms foreign 
relations and makes Israel more immune to international pressure. 

Natural gas — benefitting the environment
It is understood that natural gas is the most environmentally fuel available. Not only does it provide a highly 
efficient and cheaper form of energy, it provides cleaner energy too. Using it is advantageous for the environment 
as it has fewer impurities, is less chemically complex, lowers carbon emissions and generally results in less 
pollution. 

The discovery of Israel’s natural gas is a massive blessing and has been billed as a panacea for some of Israel’s 
difficulties. The ability to export gas and the opportunity to become a major energy player in the Middle East is 
very important for Israel. There is no doubt that Israel’s natural gas can be used as a tool for partnerships that 
are commercial with strong, positive geopolitical benefits as well.

Resources: Haaretz, Ynet News, Jerusalem Post, The Times of Israel, Wikipedia, Jewish Virtual Library, New 
York Times, oilprice.com, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs

An Israeli gas drilling platform in the Tamar field

The Tamar Lease natural gas rig
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HABONIM DROR NETZER 

BNEI AKIVA
After a year of hard work and 
planning, Machaneh Dor 
Shelanu, Our Generation, was 
over in a blink of the eye.  And 
boy did all that hard work pay 
off!  

We had over 1000 people 
on site; channichim and 

madrichim, doctors, rabbis and 
special guests. There were 
music videos made, chesed 
days, incredible tiyulim (hikes) 
along the magnificent Garden 
Route, a special performance 
just for us by Rubber Duc, and 
Klaas Mokgomole addressed us 
and told his very interesting story. The 
new shichvah’s name was announced 
and we welcomed Shevet Morasha to the 
Bnei Akiva family. Exciting things were 
happening every second of every day. 

Back in Cape Town, we have been hard 
at work, making sure that everything will 
be as amazing as camp was, if not better.  
Events for the year from Gurim all the way 
up to our madrichim are already being 
planned and we can’t wait for you to see 
what we have in store! 

We are excited to announce a big change 

for Bnei Akiva Cape Town.  This year we 
don’t have just one chairman but two 
chairladies — Arielle Wolffs and Tamara 
Fox. Together with our hard working and 
dedicated team of madrichim, it is our 
goal to help Bnei Akiva grow and reach its 
potential. To quote this year’s camp song 
“It’s our time, it’s our generation…” these 
words could not be truer.  We are looking 
forward to an amazing year ahead. 

B’vrikat Torah V’Avodah
Arielle Wolffs 

Co-Chair Bnei Akiva 2016

The Cape Town cohort of Diller 
Teen Fellows came together for 
the first time on 8 December. 

This was the first time the 
fellows had a chance to get to 

know each other and a chance to 
get to know me better. We played 
various games, getting to know 
each other’s hobbies, favourite TV 
programs and what they would do if 
they were given R10 000 to spend. 

After enjoying some tea and 
latkes, we started engaging with 
the concept of identity. What does 
identity mean to them? What is 
their personal identity? What personal 
identity would they like to have by the end 
of the program? As always, dealing with 
personal identity is always challenging, 
but it is a good place to start. 

Throughout the upcoming year the 
teens will grapple a lot with personal and 
group identity. Our follow up workshop 
deals with their group identity. During this 
workshop their parents will be invited to 
attend with their teens, and participate in 
the programme with them.

In January the teens got to know the 
values of Diller Teen Fellows in much 

greater detail. They also started engaging 
with leadership and developing their 
communication skills. Towards the end 
of the month the teens engaged with 
their Judaism. They looked at Jewish 
peoplehood and being part of the Jewish 
nation. At the end of January, they 
attended a Shabbaton and explored their 
personal Jewish identity.

The upcoming year in Diller Teen 
Fellows looks great and the teens and I 
are very excited for the journey we are 
about to embark on. We look forward to 
sharing it with everyone. 

Lee Lobel

Habonim Dror SA 
has had a fantastic 
start to the year. 
Building off of 
our brilliantly 
s u c c e s s f u l 
Machaneh in 
2015, we have had 
a jam-packed year 
so far. 

We have 
held a new 

ideological seminar 
for madrichim, a 
couple of incredibly 
fun events for 
our younger 
channichim, our 
Machaneh VP for 
2016 has already started working on this 
year’s Machaneh to ensure it will once 
again be an unforgettable experience, 
and we now have our first Mini-Machaneh 
for the year coming up (11-13 March). 

This promises to be an exciting and 
educational weekend away on our 
beautiful Onrus campsite. We also had 
to say goodbye to our Shnat Hachsharah 
participants who have gone off to Israel 
for 10 months to learn and engage with 
Zionism, Judaism and the Habonim 
ideology.

With already so much accomplished in 
such a short period of time, we know that 
this year promises to be an exceptional 
one for Habonim, and that it will go 
down in our history books. Our Meuravut 
Kehilatit team have been hard at work 
planning and running great outreach and 

community service projects that involve 
and engage channichim and madrichim 
and ensure that they make a difference. 
The movement’s new leadership, Kelly 
Brook and David Schwartz, are excited 
and have a clear vision for the year.

With events planned and run for 
chaggim, and Jewish text-readings being 
held at our Bayit, the special Jewish 
connection we feel on Machaneh once 
again comes alive for our chaverim. 
With more events on the horizon, we will 
ensure that Habonim in CT is providing 
our channichim and madrichim with 
fun, excitement and informal education 
throughout 2016, and we hope that you 
will share in this with us too.

Aleh Ve’Hasgehm
David Schwartz

HDSA Movement Worker 2016

It is unbelievable 
to think that a 
whole year has 
gone by since 
our last Netzer 
M a c h a n e h . 
And even 
more shocking 
to think that 
a n o t h e r 
f a n t a s t i c 
machaneh is 
over. 

When I look 
back on 

Netzer in 2015, I 
am overwhelmed 
by all the 
incredible memories made over the year 
and I am very excited for the year ahead. 
I wish Jes Jantijies and Emily Johns, who 
are the new Co-Heads of Netzer Cape 
Town, luck and strength for 2016. I know 
they will do a wonderful job and feel that 
the movement will be in good hands. 

A few highlights from Machaneh 
Chalutzim include having a mishlachat, 
which is our Israeli delegation of six 
people, Colour Wars, which is always a 
camp favourite although Blue Team’s win 
is still being debated, and our Shabbat 
services which I always feel the strongest 
nostalgia to as we all come together as 
a camp. 

Camp this year was filled with big days, 
which included Tiyul where we hiked 
through Constantia Nek to Kirstenbosch 
Gardens, Tikkun Day, where our youngest 
age groups made sleeping bags and our 
second oldest did some wall painting at a 

children’s home, Israel Day and now also 
South Africa Day, and we even had a fun 
sailing day organised for us by the Jewish 
Maritime League. 

We had a new campsite this year, which 
took a bit of adjusting to, but also meant 
that we had a very nearby dam which 
we walked to and swam at frequently 
throughout camp. This was a great way to 
escape the heat and have some fun. 

As I say good bye to Netzer and the 13 
wonderful years it has given me, I am very 
glad that Netzer Machaneh Chalutzim, my 
last Netzer camp, was such a success. 
Definitely the note I was hoping to end 
on. I want to thank everybody who has 
contributed to all my amazing years at 
Netzer, and especially those who helped 
me this year as Rosh Netzer Cape Town. 

Nilmad vena’aseh
Kalia Barkai

DILLER TEEN FELLOWS PROGRAMME

Bnei Akiva Rosh Machaneh Aharon Chemel with 
Machaneh Dor Shelanu

Habonim's Machaneh Hazman Lif'ol Opening Tekes

Diller Teens during the first workshop

Netzer Machaneh Chalutzim
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The end of 
D e c e m b e r 

2015 saw some 170 participants from 
across the length and breadth of 
South Africa board El-Al flights for 
two extremely unforgettable weeks 
in Israel. 

“The Cape Town Group” saw 54 
young Jews from around Cape 

Town discover Israel together, a packed 
programme which began with Shabbat 
in Jerusalem and ended in the North and 
Tel Aviv. 

During those 14 days, Grade 11s from 
across Cape Town and surrounds visited 
Tzfat, the South, the desert and Ein Gedi. 
Participants touched the Kotel, swam 
in the Dead Sea, rode camels, spent a 
night in a Bedouin tent, visited Massada, 
explored the Kotel tunnels, sat within 
Independence Hall and felt the sorrow 
and pain of Yad Vashem and Mount 
Herzl, and much, much more.

The group was able to bond and form 
lasting relationships with one another 
through the shared experience and 
discovery of the Land of Israel. They were 
exposed to many of the incredible future 
educational and programme options in 
Israel. 

This gave the participants much 
food for thought about a return to 
Israel after school to study at one of 
Israel’s prestigious universities or take 
a gap year or other break and join one 
of the numerous impressive MASA 
programmes. 

Several MASA options were presented, 
offering different time frames for growing, 
discovering and learning in Israel.  

Old and new faces
For the fourth 
year running 
Israel Encounter 
participants were 
given the wonderful 
opportunity to 
spend their second 
Shabbat with 
their own families. 
This created 
a very special 
event during the 
programme where 
the participants 
could share their 
experiences with 
family who they 
may not have met 
before or seen for 
years, whilst still 
on the Encounter 
programme. Those 
participants who 
elected to remain on the programme 
for their second Shabbat enjoyed the 
hospitality of members of the Beit 
Shemesh-Mateh Yehudah region 
through the person-to-person work of 
Partnership2Gether (South Africa is 
partnered with Beit Shemesh-Mateh 
Yehudah). They spent time with Israelis of 
a similar age and saw with their own eyes 
what it is like being a young person in 
Israel. The Partnership2Gether weekend 
was a highlight for many participants and 
gave them insight into Israel that would 
otherwise not have been open to them 
and created bonds between the South 
Africans and Israelis that remain long 
after the Capetonians return home.

Highlights and reflections in 2016
New experiences for Israel Encounter 
this year included an exciting visit to the 
Google offices in Tel Aviv to see Israel as 
a start-up Nation and a unique activity 
in Tel Aviv with Rami Meiri, noted graffiti 
artist. The Cape Town group was also 
able to spend an amazing afternoon and 
evening in the Kinneret as well as getting 
to see Haifa.

The hands-on experience and the 
insight that the Israel Encounter 
programme affords its participants is 
invaluable in light of the current climate 
towards Israel. This personal knowledge 
of Israel that participants acquire on the 
programme gives them a foundation on 
which to build heading into Matric and 

then the wider world and university life 
which present young people with a very 
warped attitude and view of Israel. This 
special connection and bond to Israel 
that the participants build on Encounter 
will serve them well as they enter the 
broader South African community. 
Israel Encounter 2016 was once again 
a successful, electric and insightful 
programme enabling participants to 
explore Israel together as a group. 

For more information about the exciting 
Encounter 2017 tour for the Grade 11 
class of 2016 or more information about 
MASA programme options please contact 
aliyah@ctjc.co.za or 021 464 6718

Longest-serving former Telfed (SAZF, 
Israel) staff member and Capetonian 
Sidney Shapiro, is perhaps the best 
person to reflect on Telfed’s service to 
the community over the years — 42 of 
which he worked for the organisation 
and 30 of which he served as Director. 

With Zionist leanings from a young 
age, Sid was Chairman of Bnei 

Akiva Cape Town in his youth and, as 
a student, took up the role of National 
Chair of SAUJS (the SA Union of Jewish 
students). He also volunteered on a 
kibbutz during the Six Day War and when 
he finally made Aliyah with his family 
in 1970 it was to fulfill a life-long dream 
and continue his valuable service to the 
Community through Telfed — working 
first as a student counsellor, then as 
deputy director and thereafter, director. 

“Although times have changed”, recalls 
Sid, “the needs of Southern Africans in 
Israel have remained largely the same: 
finding suitable and affordable housing, 
securing employment and seeking 
support and assistance whilst finding 
their feet in a new country”.

The most dramatic change at Telfed 
under Sid’s expert leadership was “the 
move away from purely an Aliyah and 
Klita organisation, to becoming a true 
community organisation — dealing with 
the comprehensive range of needs of 
Southern Africans in Israel”, and this is 
true to this day. 

A proud former Capetonian, Sid still 
maintains fond ties with many individuals 
in his home town who share his concern for 

ensuring the future 
stability of Southern 
Africans in Israel. 
The Cape Town 
Jewish community 
has remained 
firm friends and 
supporters of Telfed 
over the years. In 
fact, the majority 
of the family 
charitable foundations administered by 
Telfed are Cape Town based. 

Upon Sid’s retirement in 2014, Rabbi 
Dorron Kline took over the reins. Also 
born in Cape Town, he grew up in 
Bulawayo and Johannesburg. A past 
Aliyah Shaliach and Director of the Israel 
Centre — SA, Dorron has been settled 
in Israel for over three decades, whilst 
maintaining and developing professional 
ties between South Africa and Israel.  
Dorron has been part of the Telfed family 
for over a decade. His strong community 
concern, dedication, wit and good humour 
endear him to many.

In their forthcoming visit to Cape 
Town, Sidney and Dorron look forward 
to reporting back to the local community 
on the developments in Israel, and to 
hosting a reception for Telfed’s partners, 
in appreciation of their kindness in 
endorsing Telfed’s activities and ensuring 
the sustainability of the SA community in 
Israel.

As we face a new year in 2016, we are 
confident that together, we will be able 
to encourage and support the Jewish 
people in our one and only State of Israel. 

Ensuring the sustainability of the SA community in Israel
At the end of this month, Telfed’s 
leadership — CEO Dorron Kline, 
together with Director of Overseas 
Development Sid Shapiro (volunteer) 
and member of Directorate Steve 
Handler (volunteer) will be visiting 
Cape Town for a week.  

Coinciding with this visit will be the 
official launch of ‘SASI’ (South 

Africans Studying in Israel), an innovative 
new academic programme providing a 
structured and supervised framework for 
South African students who wish to study 
in Israel. “Telfed has become increasingly 
aware that many parents in the SA Jewish 
community would like their children to 
undertake tertiary studies outside South 
Africa, particularly in Israel”, comments 
CEO Dorron Kline. “In devising the 
programme, Telfed has sought to address 
some of the concerns SA students 
and their parents face”. Offering help 
and an opportunity to taste a slice of 
Israeli life, Telfed will provide advisory 

services, as well as 
heavily subsidised 
ac c omm o da t i on 
(thanks to generous 
e n d o r s e m e n t 
by the Eric and 
Sheila Samson 
Foundation) and 
scholarships for 
students, whilst the 
IDC University has 
agreed to cover up to 50% of the cost of 
tuition fees through needs-based study 
bursaries.

Students do not need to pass 
examinations in order to gain admission. 
They will be able to use the grades gained 
in the SA Matric examinations instead. 
This is just one project of many that Telfed 
undertakes in tending to the welfare of the 
SA community in Israel.
For more information about the SASI 
programme please email Stephanie: 
smiller@idc.ac.il or Dorron: dorron@ 
telfed.org.il)

Promoting study in Israel Moving into the future

Israel Encounter 2016 — The experience of a lifetime

Sid Shapiro, former 
Director

Dorron Kline, CEO 
Director



Cape Jewish Chronicle February 201618



Cape Jewish Chronicle February 2016 19

HEBREW MONUMENTSHM

INDEPENDENT COMPANY

At the beginning of December we moved into 
our new factory in Maitland just a few  

minutes from Pinelands cemetery
All our machinery and equipment is brand 

new with no expense spared
We have recruited experienced staff from 

within the tombstone industry
Our prices are extremely competitive

We do not charge extra for rounding of 
tombstones, bases at forty five degrees and 

gold lettering
Our Rustenberg Granite is of the 

highest quality
With our massive improvements we look 

forward to the support of our own Jewish 
community

Cantor Ian Camissar 0726795533  
Sara Leibovitz 0823757777  

Helene Camissar 0825513344

Ian Camissar
Managing Dorector

Staff members One of our many tombstones

Our design and production

Visit our website: www.hebrewmonuments.co.za
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Serial entrepreneur and businessman, 
Ian Fuhr, will share how his hunger for 
success has culminated in the prominent 
Sorbet franchise.

Date:   9 March 2016
Time:   18h00 to 20h00
Venue: Deloitte, Cape Quarter Building 

27 Somerset Road    
Green Point, Cape Town

RSVP:   lisa@ortjet.org.za

From entrepreneurship to professional management
A journey to success

ARON KATZ  (USA)

Our sincere thanks to Rabbi and 
Rebbetzin Osher Feldman, family, 
friends and organisations for their 
support, phone calls and emails 

after the passing of our dear brother 
and uncle.

Gita, Jack and Malcolm 
Finkenstein.

SYDNEY LEVINE

We would like to say a big thank 
you to Rabbi and Lee Liebenberg 
for their kindness and guidance 
after the passing of our beloved 
Sydney, husband, father and pa, 

par excellence.
We will never forget the love and 
thoughtfulness of our wonderful 

family and friends and the 
community at large including the 
ladies guild. Your generosity in 
both time and substance was 

overwhelming.

Lulu
Brian, Andrea, Talya and Todd

Colin and Elaine
Beverley

SANTA PELHAM

Ruth, Naomi, Aviva and their 
families would like to express 

thanks for the warm outpouring 
of love and support following the 
passing of their mother, Santa 

Pelham.

FRED SANDERS

Tessa and Sean wish to thank 
family and friends for their kindness 

and support during Fred’s illness 
and bereavement.

SERCHUK  /  McCLEAN

We, Allan and Avril, are happy to 
announce the engagement of our 

daughter Dana to Daniel 
son of John and Mary.

CHARLES MILLER

Phyllis, our children and I would 
like to thank everyone for all their 
inquiries, messages and letters 
received during my illness. Our 

special thanks to the doctors and 
medical staff of Panorama Heart 

Unit, Rabbi Liebenberg, members 
of Ezra/CSO and all our precious 

family and friends who kept our table 
groaning and our spirits high.

We are overwhelmed by everyone’s 
kindness and caring.

Baruch Hashem I am well on the 
way to recovery and look forward to 

getting back to normal as soon  
as possible.

LEONARD HOTZ 

Sandy, Janine, David and Debbie, 
together with their families, 

deeply appreciate the kindness, 
consideration and support, given by 
the many friends during Leonard’s 
protracted illness, and subsequent 

period of Shiva.
Our special thanks are due to Rabbi 

Liebenberg, Rabbi Menachem 
Fogel, Robert, Dr Gary Schwartz, 

the staff of CCU at Christiaan 
Barnard Memorial Hospital and all 
those kind souls who gave such 
extraordinary care and attention  

to him.
Leonard will live on in the hearts 
of those of us who shared special 

moments with him. To place a family announcement,  
email: chron@ctjc.co.za  

or phone Tessa  021 464 6736  (9am — 1pm)

ENGAGEMENT

Family Announcements

RECUPERATION — THANK YOU

www.sothebysrealty.co.za

021 439 3903

CONDOLENCE — THANK YOU

ARE YOU  MOVING HOUSE?
OR CLEANING OUT CUPBOARDS?

WE NEED ASSORTED CLOTHING AND BRIC-A-BRAC

THINK OF US!

BARGAINS GALORE
OUR CHARITY STORE 

65 REGENT ROAD SEA POINT TEL 021 434 7142 
(NEXT TO SEPHARDI SHUL)

under the auspices ofJewish Community Services  Tel No 021 4625520
NPO 003-172

CONDOLENCE — THANK YOU
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Live your best life!

SOCIAL AND PERSONAL
We extend a hearty mazeltov to 
members on the following joyous 
occasions:   
Births
Pincus Sanzul — great granddaughter
Polly Sacks — twin grandchildren
Birthdays
Marge Bronkhorst — 80th
Henia Bryer — 90th 
Eugene Feltenstein — 90th
Shirley Kellner — 80th
Pearl Levin — 80th 
Vivien Marchesani — 90th
Ruth Reichlin — 80th 
Barmitzvah
June Benjamin — grandson 
Shirley Kellner — grandson
Amanda Zar — son
Engagements 
Selwyn & Andrea Schiff — daughter
Brian & Avril Roy — son
Marriage
Bea Frumer — granddaughter
Anniversary
Morris and Thelma Rozin — 50 years 
We extend our sincere best wishes to 
our members who have not been well:
Janie Casper
Lucy Woolf 
Ruth  Goldman
Brian Merskey
We extend our sincere condolences 
to our members who have lost family 
members:
Rabbi Newman — sister, Laura Jaffe
Elize Bernfield — husband, Derek
Gita Finkenstein — brother, Aron Katz 
Melvyn Gordon — father, Joe
Delia Kaplan — mother, Andrea
Aviva Sulcas — mother, Santa Pelham 
Noreen Treisman — husband, Hymie 
Lucy Woolf — husband, Melvyn
Sincere condolences to the family of 
our members who have passed away
Leah Bunn
Jules Goldwasser
Hymie Lipshitz
Esther Rudansky
Fred Sanders
We welcome new members and wish 
them well 
Varda  Mushlin — West Coast.

Welcome to CJSA’s inaugural newsletter for 2016. We hope you 
have all had a wonderful festive season and you are excited for a 
new year.

Cape Town certainly has been the place to be during the festive 
season. It has come alive with an influx of tourists and local 

holidaymakers and the city has not disappointed with fabulous shows, 
carnivals and great weather. 

The promenade in Sea Point has been inundated with fitness 
enthusiasts making the most of the summer as well as people strolling 
along and enjoying the great vibe. Every tourist attraction has been 
filled to capacity — we as Capetonians can be very proud of our city.

As we enter a new year, we have a chance to take stock of where we 
are and what we want to achieve in the year ahead. CJSA looks forward 
to creating and shaping an exciting future together. Each one of us is 
in charge of our own destiny so it is up to you to ‘Live your Best Life’. 

On a daily basis, CJSA endeavours to provide the activities, venue, 
and services to make this happen. Everybody plays a part to make the 
organisation the success that it is.

The social workers at each branch are employed to ensure the needs 
of all members are met. They assist in a support or advisory capacity 
and welcome the members and help them feel accepted, appreciated 
and comfortable.  

The drivers ensure that members can attend all the CJSA functions, 
assist with shopping and take them to various appointments. Their 
caring nature allows members to feel comfortable while being 
transported from home to the centre as well as on the outings that are 
arranged every week. 

Our obliging housekeepers provide the necessary nourishment, 
endless cuppas and special meals that are enjoyed by everyone. 
Working closely with us are our Committee members, who selflessly 
give their time to ensure that CJSA provides a quality service – they are 
invaluable and appreciated by all.

Last but not least and most importantly, (and without them we would 
really be at a loss), are the incredible group of volunteers who are 
constantly giving of their time, expertise and self to entertain and interact 
with members. It takes an inordinate amount of planning, inviting and 
encouraging people to avail themselves to present programmes at the 
various branches. 

Activities are well and painstakingly planned — every presenter 
spends many hours preparing and while, I am sure that many members 
really do appreciate what is prepared and presented, it can be very 
disheartening when no one turns up for an activity. This regrettably 
happens more often than one would like. Not only is it embarrassing 
for us having to explain and apologise to our guest presenter, it is 
also costly in terms of transport, time and wasted energy for the guest 
presenter.

So let’s make 2016 a year of commitment to CJSA for all members.  
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1. Don’t educate your children to be rich.Educate them to be Happy. 
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2. Best awarded words in London ... “Eat your food as your medicines. 
Otherwise you have to eat medicines as your food”
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between, You have to manage...! If you just want to Walk Fast, Walk 
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Six Best Doctors in the World  

1.Sunlight 2.Rest 3.Exercise 4.Diet 5.Self Confidence 6. Friends

Diana Sochen  Executive Director

There are still a few places available 
for Goudini. This three-night break is 
always a hit and enjoyed by everyone 
who attends. Please contact the 
office for further information should 
you be interested.

Harry Epstein with Eva and Baruch Rausch

Yamina Oliver, Harold Friedman, Anne Whine and Adele 
Greenblau enjoying strawberry picking

Tableview branch members: Debbie Epstein, Nancy 
Richards, Sarosa Ritz, Wendy Johnstone and Jenny Dinsdale 

Diana Sochen presenting Wadia Isaacs with a 
20-year certificate of appreciation

Chris Eden (Bridges for Peace) with Bernie 
Goldschmidt at the Volunteers brunch

Art Teachers Sharon Lopis and Karen Cohen with Melanie 
van Emmenes

Members enjoying the annual volunteers thank you brunch

Adele Greenblau and Sadie Graziani with Irene and Cedric 
Braude on the boat at Intaka Island
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Tuesday 1
GOUDINI

Sea Point 10.00 Pop In. Glen Heneck speaks on Capital Punishment R5
 2.00 Mosaics with Yvette R20
 2.00 Yoga with Leina Sank R5
Milnerton 9.30 Rabbi Deren’s 6 week Hebrew reading course. R75 for the course.  
 Booking essential.
 1.00 Kalooki — set tables R5
 1.45 Line Dancing with Hannah Seinik.
S/Suburbs 09.30 Social Bridge — R5 New Members Welcome
 10.00 Kalooki — R5
 2.00 Knitting Group — all welcome — R5

Wednesday 2
GOUDINI

Sea Point 10.00 Craft with Yvette and Jeanette R15
 1.45 Social Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 10.00 Art Classes with Karen Cohen R25
 10.00 Knitting Morning. Bring your own knitting and enjoy a chat in  
 the company of others R5
 2.00 Ageless Grace Class with Cathy Hudson R20 per class (to be paid  
 in advance)
S/Suburbs 10.00 Bnoth Zion Meets
 10.00 Pamper morning team R5
 12.45 Dancing with Tracy R5

Thursday 3
GOUDINI 

Sea Point 10.00 Yiddish mit Veronica R5
 11.30 Exercises R5
 2.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 9.30 Kalooki R5
 2.00 Scrabble with Sylvia Quinn R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 Pop In. Movie Morning. Enjoy ‘Stealing Klimt’ the documentary  
 behind Woman in Gold R5
 1.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
West Coast 11.30 Pop In. Glen Heneck speaks on Capital Punishment R5

Friday 4 
GOUDINI

Sea Point
9.30 Shopping with 
Malcolm R20
Milnerton
10.30 Men’s 
Schmooze with Alan 
Fisher R10

Sunday 6 Monday 7

Sea Point 10.00 Current Affairs Discussion Group with Marcia Raymond R5 
 10.00 Beginner’s Kalooki Class with Ros R5
 2.00 Bridge R5
 2.00 Reminiscing with Hazel R5
Milnerton 10.00 Café Bio ‘Breakdown Palace’ R5
 2.00 Musical Appreciation with Doreen Kantor R5
S/Suburbs 10.00 Art Classes with Anna R25
 10.00 Scrabble R5

Tuesday 8
Sea Point 10.00 Birthday Pop In. Random acts of Kindness with Louise Swart R10
 2.00 Art Classes with Anna R25
 2.00 Yoga with Leina Sank R5
 2.00 Lifts to Highlands House and Gitlin Library R10
Milnerton 10.00 Birthday Pop In. Janine Rogers from the Gitlin Library R5
 1.00 Kalooki — set tables R5
 1.45 Line Dancing with Hannah Seinik.
 2.00 Scrabble with Pincus Sanzul R5
S/Suburbs 09.30 Social Bridge R5 New Members Welcome
 10.00 Kalooki R5
 2.00 Knitting Group all welcome R5
West Coast 9.30 Outing to the Botanical Tea House in Little Mowbray R20. Tea for  
 own account

Wednesday 9
Sea Point 9.30 Outing to the 51st Wildlife exhibition at the Clock Tower R80  
 including transport. Tea for own account.
 1.45 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 9.30 Art Classes with Karen Cohen R25
 2.00 Ageless Grace with Cathy Hudson R20 per class to be paid in  
 advance.
 2.00 Scrabble with Pinchas R5
S/Suburbs 10.00 Outing to the 51st Wildlife exhibition at the Clock Tower R80  
 including transport. Tea for own account.
 10.30 Pamper Morning with Sara John and team R5
 10.30 Men’s Schmooze with Alan Fisher R10
 12.45 Dancing with Tracy R5

Thursday 10
Sea Point 10.00 — Yiddish mit Veronica R5
 11.30 Quiz R5
 2.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 9.30 Kalooki R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 MP Denise Robinson, Shadow Minister in the Presidency, will  
 address members on the work she does particularly in outreach  
 where it is needed R5
 1.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
West Coast 10.30 Len Swimmer presents a personality analysis with Q&A and how  
 to interact with different personalities R5

Friday 11
Sea Point
9.30 Shopping with 
Malcolm R20

Sunday 13 

Sunday Lunch in 
Sea Point with Movie. 

Enjoy a social day 
with friends.

Booking essential R45

Monday 14

Sea Point 10.00 Talking Point with Marcia R5 
 10.00 Beginner’s Kalooki Class with Ros R5
 2.00 Bridge R5
 2.00 Reminiscing with Hazel R5
Milnerton 10.00 Bnoth Zion
 12.15 Milnerton Committee Meeting R5
S/Suburbs 10.00 Art Classes with Anna R25
 10.00 Scrabble R5

Tuesday 15
Sea Point  10.00 Pop In. Clinical Neuropsychologist, Tali Lanesman speaks on  
 ‘Dance and the brain in a therapeutic context’. R5
 1.30 Art Classes R15
 2.00 Yoga Classes with Leina R5
Milnerton 10.00 to the Botanical Tea House in Little Mowbray R20. Tea for own  
 account 1.00 Kalooki, set tables R5
 1.45 Line dancing with Hannah Seinik.
S/Suburbs 09.30 Social Bridge R5 New Members Welcome
 10.00 Kalooki R5
 2.00 Knitting Group all welcome R5
Muizenberg 10.00 Birthday Pop In. Random acts of Kindness with Louise Swart  
 R10

Wednesday 16
Sea Point 10.00 Outing to Coffee Time R20. Tea for own account.
 1.45 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 9.30 Art Classes with Karen Cohen R25
 10.00 Knitting Morning. Bring your own knitting and enjoy a chat in  
 the company of others R5
 2.00 Ageless Grace with Cathy Hudson. R20 per class to be paid in  
 advance
 2.00 Scrabble with Pinchas R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 Pamper Morning with Sara John and team R5
 12.45 Dancing with Tracy R5

Thursday 17
Sea Point 10.00 Yiddish mit Veronica R5
 11.30 Exercises with Irene R5
 2.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 9.30 Kalooki R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 A morning with Claudia Braude ‘Personal highlights looking back  
 at 175 years of Jewish Life in SA’. R5
West Coast 10.00 Birthday Pop In. Random acts of Kindness with Louise Swart R10

Friday 18
Sea Point
9.30 Shopping with 
Malcolm R20

Sunday 20 Monday 21

Human Rights Day — Office Closed

Tuesday 22
Sea Point  10.00 Pop In. MP Denise Robinson, Shadow Minister in the Presidency,  
 will address members on the work she does, particularly in outreach  
 where it is needed R5
 1.30 Art Classes R15
 2.00 Yoga Classes R5
Milnerton 9.30 Outing to Bishopsford Bonsai Nursery in Nova Constantia R20. Tea  
 for own account
 1.00 Kalooki R5
 1.45 Line dancing with Hannah Seinik
S/Suburbs 09.30 Social Bridge R5 New Members Welcome
 10.00 Kalooki R5
 2.00 Knitting Group all welcome R5

Wednesday 23
Sea Point 9.30 Craft morning with Judi R5
Milnerton 10.00 Art Classes with Karen Cohen R25
 10.00 Knitting Group R5
 2.00 Ageless Grace with Cathy Hudson R20 per class
S/Suburbs 10.00 Pamper morning with Sara John and team R5
 12.45 Dancing with Tracy R5

Thursday 24 
PURIM

Sea Point 10.00 Yiddish mit Veronica R5
 11.30 Exercises R5
 2.00 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 09.30 Kalooki R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 Lindsay Cracknell of the Tygerberg Budgie Club speaks on the  
 wonderful world of the show budgerigar — past, present and future R5 
West Coast 11.30 Pop In. Janine Rogers from the Gitlin Library R5

Friday 25

Office Closed — 
Good Friday

Sunday 27 Monday 28 

Office Closed — Easter Monday

Tuesday 29
Sea Point  10.30 A morning with Meryl Urson ‘A funny travel memoir of a Yoga  
 Kugel travelling in India.’ R5
 1.30 Art Classes R15
 2.00 Yoga Classes R5
Milnerton 9.30 Pop In. Clinical Neuropsychologist Tali Lanesman speaks on  
 ‘Dance and the brain in a therapeutic context’. R5
 1.00 Kalooki R5
 1.45 Line dancing with Hannah Seinik.
S/Suburbs 09.30 Social Bridge R5 New Members Welcome
 10.00 Kalooki R5
 2.00 Knitting Group — all welcome R5

Wednesday 30
Sea Point 10.00 Hymie’s Reality DVD Morning R5
 1.45 Bridge and Kalooki R5
Milnerton 10.00 Kalooki
 2.00 Ageless Grace with Cathy Hudson R20 per class
 2.00 Scrabble with Pinchas R5
S/Suburbs 9.30 Outing to the Botanical Tea House in Little Mowbray R20. Tea for  
 own account
 10.00 Pamper morning with Sara John and team R5
 12.45 Dancing with Tracy R5

Thursday 31
Sea Point 10.00 Yiddish mit Veronica R5
 11.30 Shelley’s interactive musical morning R5
Milnerton 6 for 6.30 An evening with Claudia Braude — ‘Personal highlights  
 looking back at 175 years of Jewish Life in SA.’ R5
S/Suburbs 10.30 Wolf Lange R5
West Coast 10.00 Art with Sharon Lopis R25

Friday 1 April
Sea Point
9.30 Shopping with 
Malcolm R20
Milnerton 
10.30 Guest Speaker 
from Mercy Ships R10

Cape Jewish Seniors events calendar for MARCH 2016

With compliments 
from Ben Rabinowitz in 

memory of Shirley

MEYER HIRSCH 
GOLDSCHMIDT 
FOUNDATION

THE HAROLD AND 
BEATRICE KRAMER 

FOUNDATION

Paul Arieli 
Goldschmidt  

Family Trust

Rubi and Anne
Chaitman  

Foundation

With Compliments

FREDDY AND 
AGGIE HIRSCH

THE CAPE JEWISH CHRONICLE RECORDS ITS APPRECIATION OF THE CONTINUED SUPPORT GIVEN BY THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS

DIRECTOR: Diana Sochen 021 434 9691 director@cjsa.org.za; ADMIN: Irene 021434 9691 admin@cjsa.org.za  www.cjsa.org.za   
SOCIAL WORKERS: Sea Point: Monique Nieuwenhuys 021 434 9691; Milnerton: Hajiera Safidien–Maloon 021 555 1736; Southern Suburbs: Yvonne Reynolds 021 671 4957; West Coast: Melanie van Emmenes  074 405 5186  

Membership for 2016 
now due:

R120 per person.  
Please pay now!

All donations to CJSA are 
tax deductible. A section 18A 

certificate is issued for all 
donations above R500.
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Volunteering your time: 
What are the needs?

As a welfare organisation, it is important for Jewish Community Services 
to communicate the various needs regarding community outreach and 
volunteering. While the organisation and its staff function at it’s capacity, 
there are areas in which service to clients can be increased with the help of our 
community. Social workers are often kept busy with emergency cases which are 
mostly unpredictable. 

1. ‘Befriending’ is the description given to a subtype of volunteering which involves 
simply offering your time to clients that are somewhat alone without the company 
of family and friends. This could include general conversation about the client’s 
life experience and history, discussions about global topics, reading books/
poems, playing music, puzzles, listening to them, and anything else dependent 
on the specific client’s interests and needs that the specific volunteer would feel 
comfortable with.

2. Lifting is another area that would help the organisation.  Often the clients are 
unable to engage in activities or attend appointments if their social worker is not 
readily available and finances are limited. This could include fetching and dropping 
clients, delivering goods on their behalf and even venturing out with a client for 
entertainment purposes. 

3. Assisting in arts and crafts group work sessions is an area that could hugely 
benefit from individuals offering their time to monitor, inspire, suggest and engage 
in creativity on many levels including mosaic, beading, painting, and computer 
monitoring sessions.

It is Jewish Community Services’ objective to ultimately improve our client’s quality 
of life as a whole. This means different things dependent on each client’s unique 

situation. However, many fall under the above grouped criteria. We are also open to 
new ideas for projects as well as perceived areas for growth.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us on 021- 4625520 for more information.

Talking about death is never easy but it’s essential to plan and get one’s affairs in 
order to ease the burden on one’s family in the midst of their grief.

Dave Ramsey, America’s trusted voice on money, recommends a “Legacy Drawer” 
containing everything one’s loved ones need to know when the unforeseen 

happens. Although it may seem daunting to gather all of this material, they will be 
happy when their Legacy Drawers are in place. A Legacy Drawer should consist of the 
following:

1. Cover letter — This is simply a letter stating the purpose of the Legacy Drawer. 

2. Will and estate plans — All information pertaining to one’s Will and estate, including 
the names of the executor and Power of Attorney should be located in one file.

3. Financial accounts — Anything that has money in it and one’s name on it should be 
listed in the Legacy Drawer. This includes account names, amounts and account 
numbers.

4. Funeral instructions — All details and specifications for funeral plans.

5. Insurance policies — All insurance information, including health, car, disability, term 
life, etc. should be combined into one single document for easy reference. List the 
type of insurance, who the policy is for, contact information and policy numbers.

6. Important documents — Any legal or other important documents should be noted in 
the file. This includes deeds, birth certificates, ID documents, passports and titles.

7. Legacy letters — It’s a great idea to include letters to one’s loved ones.

8. Monthly budget — Add a copy of your written budget, so one’s spouse or loved ones 
know how to operate the household once they are gone. This will help one’s family 
keep track of bills and focus on more important things. 

9. Safe deposit box — Keep copies of all one’s Legacy Drawer papers in a safe deposit 
box. One can never be too careful. Include information in the Legacy Drawer on 
where one’s safe deposit box is and who has access to it.

10. Passwords — Write down all passwords, combinations, usernames and PIN 
numbers. This information will give one’s loved ones access to any documents, 
money or information that is left when one is gone.

It’s tedious to gather all of the documents and paperwork but it will bring peace of mind 
and protect your loved ones.
Often when one carries an umbrella it doesn’t rain, i.e. that the preparation of this 
drawer — and the conversations and discussion that should ensue — should serve as 
a merit for a long and good life.

Have you thought about  
creating a ‘Legacy Drawer’?



Cape Jewish Chronicle February 2016 25

The Gift of Giving

T E M P L E  I S R A E L
CAPE TOWN PROGRESSIVE
JEWISH CONGREGATION

Consider This By Rabbi Malcolm Matitiani

Chanukah, the festival of lights and 
miracles, was celebrated on Sunday 6 
December at Temple Israel Wynberg.  

It was a joyous evening, filled with food 
(obviously), singing and lights. Over 250 

people joined us to mark the beginning of 
this Festival of Miracles and Light. 

We were privileged to have visiting 
Cantor Zoe Jacobs with us all the way 
from London. She opened the evening 
with our community musicians by 
leading us in song. With the celebratory 
mood established, Rabbis Matitiani and 
Alexander led the whole kehilla – men, 
women and children – in lighting the 
Chanukah candles.  After lighting, we 
enjoyed a wonderful meal under the 
setting sun, which obviously wouldn’t be 
complete without latkes and doughnuts. 

And as if all of this was not enough, we 
ended off the evening with a wonderful 
concert by Aron Turest-Swartz and his 
band. With the generous support of the 
Schustermann foundation, they ignited 
the night with a dazzling and inspiring set 
which had everybody on their feet in a 
standing ovation. 

Our Chanukah event brought over 
250 people together. It was a wonderful 
reminder of the strength and passion of 
the Cape Town Progressive Community. 
It was also a powerful reminder of how 
much we need the light that Chanukah 
brings. The past year has been a year of 
violence, terrorism, racism, xenophobia, 
grief and loss. And yet this is nothing new. 
The Maccabees, the heroes of the story 

of Chanukah, lived through all of these 
injustices at the time that the temple 
was desecrated. When the temple was 
rededicated, there was only enough oil to 
burn for one day. Miraculously, it lasted 
for eight days. That is, of course, why 
we celebrate eight nights of Chanukah. 
After all the darkness that had befallen 
the Jews, the miracle of the oil gave them 
enough light to last eight days, enough 
light to rededicate the temple, enough 
light to rebuild their lives.

In these times of darkness, we too 
need a miracle to help us transform the 
darkness from the past year into light. 
Let’s pray that the lights we kindled on 
Chanukah will not last for only eight days, 
but that they will illuminate the world long 
enough for all the darkness we have 
witnessed to disappear for good.

“If, however, there is a needy person 
among you, one of your kinsmen in 
any of your settlements in the land 
that the Eternal your God is giving 
you, do not harden your heart and 
shut your hand against your needy 
kinsman. Rather, you must open 
your hand and lend him sufficient for 
whatever he needs. Beware lest you 
harbour the base thought . . . so that 
you are mean to your needy kinsman 
and give him nothing. He will cry out 
to the Eternal against you, and you 
will incur guilt. Give to him readily 
and have no regrets when you do 
so, for in return the Eternal your God 
will bless you in all your efforts and in 
all your undertakings. For there will 
never cease to be needy ones in your 
land, which is why I command you: 
open your hand to the poor and needy 
kinsman in your land”. (Deuteronomy 
15:7-11)

The above injunction is one of many 
biblical passages that enjoin us to 

take care of the impoverished.  Indeed, 
we are constantly reminded to take care 
of the stranger and the poor because we 
were once strangers in Egypt. 

The Bible and later rabbinic literature 
understands charity as an attribute of 
God:

“For the Eternal your God is God 
supreme and Eternal supreme, the great, 
the mighty, and the awesome God, who 
shows no favour and takes no bribe, but 
upholds the cause of the fatherless and 
the widow, and befriends the stranger, 
providing him with food and clothing.—“ 
(Deuteronomy 10:17-18).

Isaiah declares that the God does not 
desire that we afflict our souls on fast 
days, but rather that we clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry and provide shelter for the 
homeless (Isaiah 58:5-7).  This powerful 
indictment against relying merely on ritual 
as a means of attaining God’s favour is 
considered so fundamental to Jewish 
teaching that this passage was chosen by 
the rabbis to be read as the haftarah for 
the morning of Yom Kippur.  Assisting the 
poor by means of charity [tzedakah] and 
deeds of kindness [gemilut hasadim] are 
considered primary mitzvot which atone 
for one’s transgressions (Baba Batra 
9a) and are equivalent to all the other 
precepts combined (Baba Batra 9a).  
Giving to the poor is so important that it 
is considered one of the mitzvot for which 
there is reward both in this world and in 

the world to come 
(Pe’ah 1:1) and 
Simeon haTzadik 
claims that kindly 
acts together with 
prayer and Torah 
study ensure the 
world’s continued existence (Pirkei Avoth 
1:2).

The manner in which charity is given is 
just as important as the act of giving. The 
rabbis stipulated that tzedakah must be 
given in a manner that upholds the dignity 
of both the recipient and the giver. Thus 
nothing must be done that might shame 
the recipient: “Rabbi Yona said: it is not 
written ‘Happy is the one who gives to the 
poor’, but rather ‘Happy is the one who 
considers the poor’ (Psalm 41:2), which 
means the one who ponders how to fulfil 
the mitzvah to help the poor” (Jerusalem 
Talmud Pe’ah 8:8 37b).  Rabbi Yannai 
taught: “it is better not to give to a poor 
man than to give him and shame him” 
(Hagigah 5a).

Similarly, the giver of charity, whether it 
be money, food or clothing, should not be 
motivated by the need for acknowledgment 
and publicity, but should give because 
it is an obligation to assist the needy to 
live dignified lives in which the image 
of God is manifest. So important is the 
giving of tzedakah and the performance 
of gemilut hasadim that Rabbi Joshua 
taught: “The poor person does more for 
the householder [in accepting tzedakah] 
than the householder does for the poor 
person [in giving them alms]” (Midrash 
Vayikra Rabba 34:8 and Ruth Rabba 5:9).  
The poor person enables the donor to 
perform this fundamental mitzvah of our 
tradition and therefore gain God’s favour.   

The act of giving should be done with 
a cheerful heart and in a compassionate 
manner.  Since acts of kindness have no 
limits one should not begrudge another for 
giving.  The merits of helping others are 
boundless and the notion that tzedakah 
should be viewed as competition is 
abhorrent to all who revere God and is 
contrary to the life-affirming values of 
Torah.

As we enter the second month of the 
secular year 2016 and approach the half-
way point of the Jewish year 5776 let us 
embrace the understanding that the act of 
tzedakah should not be deemed a burden 
or seen as a form of self aggrandisement. 
Rather the giving and receiving of 
tzedakah is a fulfilment of all that is holy 
and good in humanity.

‘Light My Fire’: First night Chanukah 
ignites Temple Israel

By Sofia Zway

12 December
Cara and Zoe Shiri

Mazeltov to those who celebrated Bnei Mitzvah with us in the last two months:

Lighting the first light of Chanukah together

Rabbi Malcolm Matitiani leads candle lighting

26 December
Sebastian Summerfield

9 January
Tyla Baker

16 January
Laya Gersowsky

23 January
Joshua Jantjies

12 December
Josh Levy

23 January
Jordy Katz

5 December
Alexi Shaff
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  
ALL DONATIONS TO GLENDALE ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Thank you most sincerely for your continued 
support. Our residents are most grateful

Our well-known Shabbat, miniature Shabbat and Yartzeit 
candles and Shabbat glass candle holders are now available 
from all supermarkets and at our office.

GETTING MARRIED OVERSEAS? Ask your guests to donate to 
Glendale Home in lieu of wedding gifts. An appropriate letter will 
be sent to the bride and groom advising them of your donation. 
No amount will be disclosed. For further details contact the office.

GLENDALE GREETING SERVICE: Letters can be sent to loved ones 
for birthdays, wedding anniversaries and chaggim or any special 
occasion. Make use of this service, which is available worldwide.

TINS: If your tin needs collecting, please phone the office
tel: (021) 712 0270     fax:  (021) 712 0873

10 Galway Road Heathfield      PO Box 40 Bergvliet 7864 
www.glendalehome.co.za       email: hazel@glendalehome.co.za  

Glendale activities now on YouTube — search ‘Glendale Cape Town’

sales@kadimah.com; www.kadimah.com

Printing is  
in our genes

(to suit Your PoCKet)

3110 KAdimah JC Ad#2 40 x 110mm.indd   1 2013/04/12   7:09 PM

Astra Centre’s 
Race Day was 

once again a great 
social and financial 
success.  Seen 
enjoying this exciting 
day are some of the 
almost 300 people 
present.  

As in previous years, 
the day was superbly 
convened by Doran 
Jaffe (ASTRA Centre 
committee member)

Another fabulous Race Day

Back:  Willie Gurwitz, Barbara Gurwitz and Shirley Engers 
Front:  Rhoda Sweidan, Renee Ovadia and Jenny Weber

Auctioneer Joey Burke

Gerald and Ashne Diamond and friend

Claudia and Melissa Albeldas with Kiara Klitzner

Ella Blumenthal and Raymond 
Klitzner

Melanie Shapiro  and Marcia Orlin

Peter Greenberg and Doran Jaffe
Alison Katzeff and visitor
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The Cape Town Holocaust Centre, in partnership with the Jacob Gitlin Library, 
invites you to join us in conversation with Solly Kaplinski at the launch of his book

The terrible events which took place in Lithuania during the Holocaust 
are the backdrop to this fictionalised story. Kaplinski has drawn on his 
own family history and historical research to build a psychological thriller 
around his central protagonist who is a highly respected American lawyer. 

Drawing on his experiences as a psychologist and grappling with the way in 
which trauma affects all involved in it, Kaplinski examines the complexity of  
memory and how the past remains with us even if  in the darkest recesses 
of  the mind.

The reader is taken on a rollercoaster journey as the protagonist swings          
between fame and fortune and his inner struggle as he confronts the 
ghosts of  the past. The story unfolds in Lithuania and America, in the past 
and the present; eventually all collide in a terrible climax in a public forum 
in Norway.

Interspersed with his own poetry, and that of  others who have responded 
through literature to the Holocaust, Kaplinski has written a compelling and 
thought-provoking novella which makes for an intriguing read. From his 
writing emerge the grey-zones of  human response and whether redemp-
tion or forgiveness is ultimately possible. 

Just imagine that you have 
committed a crime so 

horrific and heinous that in 
order to go on with your 
normal life, you repress

it completely. 

Then, one day, out of the 
blue, many years later, 

those memories resurface 
and shatter your life 

as you know it. 

A WORLD OF PAINS:
A REDEMPTIVE PARABLE?

BOOK LAUNCH
Tuesday 23 February, 6PM | 88 Hatfield St, Gardens

RSVP: 021 462 5553 or admin@holocaust.org.za 
Light refreshments will be served.
Entrance is free, donations welcome.

Solly Kaplinski, formerly from Cape Town, has written a number of  poems 
in response to his personal connections to the Holocaust as the son of  
survivors. Now based in Israel where he worked at Yad Vashem and latterly 
for the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, his family history has 
inspired the writing of  a novella A World of  Pains: A Redemptive Parable? 

The SAJM’s current exhibition Helen Suzman: Fighter for Human 
Rights opened on a Sunday evening 29 November 2015. 

The exhibition was officially opened by the Premier of the Western Cape, 
Helen Zille and guests included many past and current Democratic 

Alliance councillors as well as contemporaries of Helen Suzman from the 
Progressive Party era. Zille spoke eloquently about Suzman, both as a 
person and also of the importance of the role she played as the torch-bearer 
for liberal values and human rights during the darkest times of the National 
Party apartheid rule. The exhibition, through the use of film, photographs, 
letters and documents, brings into sharp focus how far we have come as 
a country. This exhibition is a timely reminder that the ideals for which 
Suzman stood remain the guiding principles for the future of our country, 
and her legacy remains as a shining example to us all. 

The exhibition, which closes at the end of February, is a redesigned and 
updated version of an older exhibition. This new version includes information 
on the final years of Suzman’s life, details of her legacy and a new film. The 
exhibition was developed by Millie Pimstone and designed by Linda Bester.

Opening of Helen Suzman: Fighter for Human Rights 
exhibition at the SA Jewish Museum

Guests viewing the exhibition Milly Pimstone and Myra Osrin

Premier Helen Zille opened 
the exhibition

Michael Bagraim, Premier Helen Zille, Prof. Milton Shain, Milly Pimstone 
and Gavin Morris
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BNOTH ZION WIZO AGM
Tuesday 16 February at 9.30 am

Marais Road Shul Hall, Sea Point

Guest speaker: 
Mr Ben Swartz, 

National Chairman SAZF

All welcome

At the annual 
Rebecca Sieff 
Awards Ceremony 
which took place 
on 11 November 
2015 at Marais Road 
Shul Hall, BZA WIZO 
honoured it’s loyal 
members who have 
devoted 40, 60 
and even 65  years 
of service to the 
organisation.

Individual recipients included:
For 40 years: Shooshy Buchinsky, Ashna 
Diamond, Chanine Joffe, Martine Israel 
and Netta Lipchin. 
For 60 years: Kayle Gross
For 65 years: Lilian Sarembock

In addition, the members of Etzion branch 
were honoured collectively as the branch 
has been in existence for 40 years and as 

a branch of working women who meet in 
the evening despite family obligations — 
they are to be heartily commended. 

The keynote address by Marc Falconer, 
headmaster of Herzlia High, was warmly 
received as he spoke on how the future of 
Zionism rests with our children. Ivor Joffe, 
teacher Jan Thorne and the Herzlia Choir 
delighted the audience with their exquisite 
voices, and a delicious tea rounded off 
the festivities. 

Co-Chairmen Felicity Isserow and Suzanne Luck with guest 
speaker Marc Falconer and Immediate Past President of WIZO SA 
Tamar Lazarus

Bnoth Zion WIZO honours its long-standing members

Members of Etzion Branch who attended the Rebecca Sieff Awards morning. The branch was 
commended for 40 years service to Bnoth Zion WIZO

WIZO South Africa newly elected Vice Chairmen 
Barbara Flax and Helen Maisels Trisk, President 
Moonyeen Castle, Vice President Yvonne Jawitz and 
Immediate Past President Tamar Lazarus

Netta Lipchin, Chanine Joffe and Shooshy Buchinksy (40 year awards), Kayle Gross (60 year 
award), Lilian Sarembock (65 year award), Ashna Diamond and Martine Israel (40 year 
awards)

‘WIZO Empowers Women’ — WIZO 
South Africa Triennial Conference  

THE ICONIC BNOTH ZION WIZO 
POCKET DIARY IS AVAILABLE AT R65

It contains all Yom 
Tovim, Shabbat 
times, recipes, 
pages for telephone 
numbers etc.
Get yours before 
they are sold out.  
Phone 021 4646731 

Cape Town delegation to the WIZO South Africa conference 21/22 Nov in Cape Town

Bnoth Zion WIZO

Under the leadership 
of outgoing WIZO SA 
President Tamar Lazarus. 
members from around 
South Africa gathered in 
November for the National 
conference held for the 
first time in Cape Town. 

Keynote speaker Dr Einat 
Wilf shared reflections 

on issues that impact Israel, 
the region and the Jewish 
people.

The Conference ended 
with welcoming the new 
President Moonyeen Castle 
from Cape Town.
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ISRAEL
NO MISSION IS IMPOSSIBLE. BY MICHAEL BAR-ZOHAR & NISSIM 
MISHAL. The authors delve into Israel's legendary missions since 
its formative years. They describe major battles and death-defying 
commando activities. The lives and accomplishments of Israel's most 
prominent figures — Moshe Dayan, Ariel Sharon, Netanyahu, Ben-
Gurion, Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres — are spotlighted. Every 
chapter includes interviews with the key figures who participated in these 
bold missions. The moral values, strong motivation, special training and 
strategy of the Israeli Defence Forces have produced soldiers for whom 
"no mission is impossible." 

A TASTE OF ISRAEL. BY NIDA DEGUTIENÉ. This book is an open 
door into the kitchens of the ordinary Israeli home. It also allows you 
to explore the diverse street food as well as glimpse into some of the 
gourmet restaurants. Some of the recipes reflect the traditions, history 
and customs passed down through generations from the vibrant Jewish 
community in Lithuania. Each mouth-watering recipe is beautifully 
photographed and there is detailed information about what constitutes 
"kosher". Of note is the section on the different religious festivals. 
Sponsored by Kocosa.

NON FICTION
ORANJEZICHT: Recalling the Past; Cultivating the Future. BY 
PATRICIA DAVISON &ADRIENNE FOLB. This book provides the 
history of Oranjezicht and the key events that led to the making of this 
suburb within the modern city of Cape Town. It traces the establishment 
of the Company Gardens, the granting of land to free burghers and the 
growth of the Van Breda  family estate on which the organic Oranjezicht 
City Farm is now situated. This farm literally shares ground with one of 
the earliest market gardens in Table Valley. A delightful informative and 
well researched book that celebrates the site's past, present and future.
JEWS OF NIGERIA: An Afro-Judaic Odyssey. BY WILLIAM MILES. 
A fascinating look into the Jews in Nigeria, part of the Igbo tribe who 
adopted rabbinic Judaism believing that God has chosen them and 
guided them on this path. Not being accepted by the international 
Jewish community nor Israel’s rabbinate, they used online research to 
learn more about Judaism and compared their customs with Hebrew 
ones. This account of their practising and worshipping as Jews, without 
any sense of ethnicity and shared spirituality, challenges the reader to 
contemplate what determines religious identity.

CHIEF RABBI CYRIL HARRIS: How Humanity, Morality and Humour 
Helped Lead a Community. BY GEOFF SIFRIN (ed). This book is 
filled with vignettes painted by diverse people who knew the Chief 
Rabbi. It showcases his achievements while in South Africa and his 
rich contribution to the Jewish community and beyond. His principles, 
sense of humour, idealism remain as does his cultural and intellectual 
engagement with all whose lives he touched. A very special spiritual 
leader who had a profound influence during the political transformation 
of this country. 

NEW DVDs
WOMAN IN GOLD. Feature Film based on the true story of Maria Altmann, an elderly 
Jewish refugee, who together with her lawyer fought the government of Austria to 
reclaim the iconic portrait of her aunt by Gustav Klimt which was seized by the Nazis.

STEALING KLIMT. Fascinating Documentary featuring Maria Altmann.

TYRANT. Television series. A political thriller about the self-exiled son of a Middle East 
dictator who returns with his family after 20 years to attend his nephew's wedding. 
Directed by Gideon Raff.

FICTION
FIRST ONE MISSING. BY TAMMY COHEN. A fast-paced psychological 
thriller about the grief-stricken lives of different families coping with the 
murder of their young daughters. It also follows Leanne, their liaison 
officer, as she supports them and works with the police to try to solve this 
high-profile and harrowing case. Cohen switches from one perspective 
to another — quite chilling at times — especially when the voice of the 
killer emerges. It ends with a brilliant twist to the plot. 

FORBIDDEN LOVE IN ST PETERSBURG. BY MISHKA BEN-DAVID.  
Yogev Ben-Ari has been sent on a mission to St Petersburg by the 
Mossad. While in Russia, he meets Anna, and neither are who they 
seem to be. Their passionate relationship develops until the Mossad 
tries to drive them apart and then the anguished protagonist finds 
himself at a crossroads. In this action-packed thriller, the author draws 
on his personal experience as an Israeli intelligence agent.

THE SONG COLLECTOR. BY NATASHA SOLOMONS. In this 
captivating tale of passion, music and nostalgia, which moves between 
the present and post-war 1947, Harry Fox-Talbot is able to find solace in 
his grandson Robyn who is a piano prodigy. Fox, a celebrated composer, 
has devoted his life to collecting songs and now lives alone in his family 
home at Hartgrove Hall amidst all his memories particularly of his wife, 
Edie Rose. Towards the end of his life he discovers creative renewal and 
redemption amidst the aftermath of his grief.

SAVING SOPHIE. BY RONALD BALSON. In this action-packed thriller, 
sequel to Once We Were Brothers, Chicago accountant Jack Sommers , 
is a fugitive  suspect in an embezzlement case. His 6 year old daughter 
Sophie has been kidnapped by his Palestinian father in- law and hidden 
in Hebron. Al-Zahani is the leader of a terrorist group who will risk all 
for his cause. Balson illuminates the lengths a father will go through 
to protect his daughter while caught in the cross-fires of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

HOLOCAUST-ANTI-SEMITISM
HOLOCAUST SCHOLARSHIP: Personal Trajectories and 
Professional Interpretations. BY CHRISTOPHER BROWNING (ed). 
These essays were delivered at a conference held at the University of 
Cape Town under the auspices of the Jessie Kaplan Centre. Leading 
scholars from all over the world shared their experience and scholarship 
after decades of immersion in Holocaust studies. This gem explores 
genocide, the perpetrators and victims of anti-Semitism, racism and the 
Second World War. Of note is the section by David Welsh and Milton 
Shain on the South African experience of Nazi Anti-Semitism and 
Apartheid.

BLACK EARTH: The Holocaust as History and Warning. BY 
TIMOTHY SNYDER. In this epic history of extermination and survival, 
Snyder states that Hitler benefited from the fact that the Soviets left 
anarchy in their wake and this enabled the Germans to take whatever 
they wanted from the vulnerable, stateless lands. He draws parallels 
between conditions in Europe in the 1930s and 1940s and those found in 
many parts of the world today — most notably in Africa. Snyder reveals 
the blueprint of genocide lurking beneath current events and warns 
about complacency in the twenty-first century.

A PERFECT STORM: Antisemitism in South Africa 1930-1948. 
BY MILTON SHAIN. Leading expert on South African Jewish History, 
Professor Shain documents the "Jewish Question" during this period. 
He reveals the growth of fascistic organisations such as the Greyshirts, 
the New Order and the Ossewa-Brandwag.He discusses the Nationalist 
Party's use of anti-Semitism to mobilise Afrikaners. The consequences 
of this sweeping wave of hostility toward the Jews led to the curtailing 
of Jewish immigrants at this time. A scholarly, richly detailed and well 
documented contribution about this interwar period.

BIOGRAPHY-ENTERTAINMENT
WOODY. BY DAVID EVANIER. Director, playwright, writer, actor and jazz 
clarinettist, Woody Allen is shown in this biography as a man whose work 
is his lifeline. Evanier focuses on themes predominant in Woody's life 
such as morality, sexuality, Judaism and the eternal struggle of head and 
heart. The book includes interviews with artistic collaborators, friends, 
family as well as his unconventional relationship with his stepdaughter 
and sexual involvement with young women. A riveting portrait of an artist 
who remains passionate about his incomparable creativity.  

PRETTY, PRETTY, PRETTY GOOD: Larry David and the Making 
of Seinfeld and Curb Your Enthusiasm. BY JOSH LEVINE. Prior to 
writing for television, David was a stand-up comedian with an acerbic 
wit. Levine describes his life as a neurotic, middle-class Jew who grew 
up in Brooklyn in the tradition of Woody Allen and Mel Brooks.  He 
explores his on-and off- screen relationships with Jerry Seinfeld and 
others. Included in the book is an episode guide that goes back to Curb's 
first appearance on TV in 1999 and sheds some unconscious light on a 
comparison between the two programs.

JACOB GITLIN LIBRARY
ALBOW CENTRE PHONE: 021 462-5088 FAX: 021 465-8670 email: gitlib2@netactive.co.za

Book of the month

Based on meticulous research and interviews, Siegel reports 
on how Israel has combined technological innovation with 

conservation to solve the shortage of water. This fascinating 
beautifully written account shows how Israeli inventors have provided 
a model for dealing with the global challenges of climate change. He 
surveys water conditions world-wide and shows how Israel has made 
water security a top priority thereby transforming a parched land. 

LET THERE BE WATER: Israel's Solution for a  
Water-Starved World      By Seth M. Siegel
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While the threat of border clashes 
with Islamic State terrorists fighting 
in the Syrian civil war has concerned 
Israeli leaders for some time now, the 
recruitment of Israeli Arabs to form 
their own terror cells or launch lone 
wolf attacks inside of Israel—akin to 
the Paris or San Bernardino attacks 
late in 2015—has recently become 
a more serious threat for the Jewish 
state.

“This is a developing threat for Israel, 
the possibility that [Islamic State] 

will take advantage of the new recruits 
to study the Israeli arena and obtain 
information to be used for promoting 
terrorist activities in Israel,” Daniel 
Cohen, an expert on cyber-security and 
a research fellow at Tel Aviv University’s 
Institute for National Security Studies 
(INSS) think tank, told JNS.org.

The Israeli government’s understanding 
of that “developing threat” threat also 
has significant policy implications for 
Israel. Member of Knesset Ayoob Kara 
(Likud), an Israeli Druze who serves as 
the country’s deputy minister of regional 
cooperation, formerly acted as an 
intermediary for Arab citizens who had 
left Israel to fight in Syria or Iraq, offering 
the fighters reduced jail terms if they 
agreed to return home and cooperate 
with Israel’s security services. But as the 
fear of Islamic State-inspired terror cells 
grows in Israel, that policy has changed. 

“I used to work hard to dissuade people 
from joining ISIS, but now I say that 
there’s no point,” Kara said, Reuters 

reported. 
Last month, Israel’s Shin Bet security 

agency revealed that it had arrested 
five Israeli Arabs, who were residents 
of Nazareth, for attempting to set up 
a terror cell. According to the Shin Bet, 
the group had already started meeting, 
swore allegiance to Islamic State, and 
even started training with live arms. Also 
in December, reports indicated that an 
Israeli Arab who had previously served 
in the Israel Defense Forces had joined 
Islamic State inside of 
Syria.

Israel—which is home 
to approximately 1.75 
million Arabs, nearly 21 
percent of the country’s 
p o p u l a t i o n — i s 
increasingly concerned 
by the threat of Israeli 
Arab fighters returning 
home from the Syrian 
conflict, as well as 
the threat of homegrown Islamic State-
inspired Arab terrorists.

“It (Islamic State’s influence) is 
beginning to spread here as well,” Israeli 
Intelligence Ministry Director-General 
Ram Ben-Barak told Army Radio in late 
December. “The ISIS scenario we worry 
about is ISIS cells arising in Israel to carry 
out terrorist attacks.”

According to a recent study conducted 
by the University of Haifa’s Professor 
Sammy Smooha, an expert on the Arab 
community in Israel, 17 percent of Israeli 
Arabs support Islamic State. The level of 
support increases to 28 percent among 

those who already felt sympathy with the 
Islamic Movement in Israel’s Northern 
Branch, an entity that was recently 
outlawed by the Israeli government due 
to its incitement over the Temple Mount 
holy site.

“This is a very telling finding,” Smooha 
told the Jerusalem Post in an interview 
about the study. “Why? Because all 
Arab political parties and the Islamic 
Movement’s two factions are against 
Islamic State, so this means a segment 

of the Arab public 
does not agree with 
the consensus against 
Islamic State.”

The factors of Israeli 
Arabs’ sympathy 
towards Islamic State, 
the jihadist group’s highly 
effective recruitment 
efforts, and social and 
economic gaps between 
Israel’s Arab and Jewish 

communities combine to present a unique 
challenge to Israeli authorities. 

In an attempt to improve the social and 
economic situation of Israeli Arabs, the 
Israeli government in December passed a 
NIS 15 billion ($3.84 billion) five-year plan 
to develop the Israeli Arab community 
and other minority populations.

The plan was spearheaded by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Finance Minister Moshe Kahlon, and 
Social Equality Minister Gila Gamliel. 
It seeks to “advan ce a systematic and 
structural economic development plan for 
the minority sector,” the Prime Minister’s 

Office said.
“This is a significant addition designed 

to assist minority populations and reduce 
[societal] gaps,” Netanyahu said.

Mirroring the terror group’s efforts in 
other Western countries, Islamic State 
has tried to recruit Israeli Arabs using 
online and social media platforms.

“The tactic is the same like in other 
countries, by utilizing the Internet and 
social media for distributing a very 
affective narrative campaign that calls 
for immigration to the Islamic State 
territories. The next step is engaging a 
one-on-one communication by an Islamic 
State recruiter in an online private chat 
that provides anonymity,” Cohen told 
JNS.org.

Yet during the current wave of 
Palestinian terror in Israel, Islamic State 
has developed another strategy to appeal 
to Israeli Arabs.

“A new trend that has started during the 
latest wave of terror in the streets of Israel 
[is that] Islamic State has flooded social 
media platforms with messages tailored 
to Palestinians and Israeli Arabs,” Cohen 
said. 

Cohen believes that the most effective 
way to combat this threat is working with 
the international community to create a 
legal framework and a global task force.

“This is a controversial topic right now, 
but creation of tools that will monitor and 
identify potential hazards, on the basis of 
an analysis of regularly collected big data, 
will definitely bring results and reduce 
the number of potential recruitments to 
Islamic State,” he said. 

Israel’s homegrown Islamic State threat grows larger
By Sean Savage/JNS.org        The full version of this story can be found on jns.org

Mirroring the terror 
group’s efforts in other 

Western countries, 
Islamic State has tried 
to recruit Israeli Arabs 
using online and social 

media platforms.
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On Tuesday, 29 December, 2015, the Friends of the UJC 
Cape Town gathered for the seventh consecutive year for 
their annual celebration.  The venue was the Croquet Lawn, 
overlooking the V&A Waterfront, and in front of the historic 
buildings housing the Rugby Museum and the Dock House 
Hotel.

A large white Bedouin tent provided shelter for the guests 
and Rus Nerwich’s band, with soul singer Lana Crowster, 

produced gentle background music as guests mingled, enjoyed 
the ambience, Merle Rubin’s delectable food and meeting others 
from far and wide. Guests numbered 180 and included South 
Africans who holiday here each summer from other South African 
centres, from the UK, USA, Australia, Israel and Europe. Many 
of them brought along their adult children and grandchildren who 
have become part of this annual global communal gathering.  
Local top donors of the UJC were present to make out-of-town 
guests feel at home.

The event is, however, not primarily focussed on the 
camaraderie and enjoyment of family and friends who meet 
each year, but also on philanthropy and the sustainable future 
of the Cape Town Jewish community.  The Friends of the UJC 
Cape Town raises funds which are invested in the David Susman 
Community Foundation (DSCF), overseen by a board of trustees.  
This ensures that we will be able to fulfil the important functions of 
a world-class Jewish community well into the future.

One of the Patrons, Frances Kirsh, was the guest speaker.  
She recounted her days as a young person growing up in 
Potchefstroom in modest circumstances and how she and her 
husband, Patron, Natie Kirsh, became involved with philanthropic, 
outreach and social development projects in Swaziland, South 
Africa, Israel and beyond.  Her humility, broad vision and hard 
work were admired by all who were there.  

Frances was introduced by Andrea Kerzner, daughter of 
Patron, Sol Kerzner, who in her own right is a philanthropist and 
the founder of Lalela, which provides educational arts for at-risk 
youth. Philip Krawitz, the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the UJC, thanked Frances for her inspirational words and once 
again emphasised the role of philanthropy in our community.

Other speakers were Samuel Seeff, who as a trustee of the 
David Susman Community Foundation, welcomed all the guests. 
Laurence (Lacky) Kaplan spoke on behalf of Investec, the 
sponsor of the evening and of the Friends of the UJC Cape Town, 
since inception.  He reiterated why Investec supports the initiative 
and also of the various social responsibility projects that the 
company supports. Marco van Embden, who founded the Friends 
of the UJC Cape Town and who chairs the organisation, spoke of 
its achievements and appealed to the guests for their continued 
financial support.

The speeches were thought-
provoking and an entertaining 
part of the evening, which proved 
to be warm, hospitable and a 
great success.  

Friends of UJC Cape Town meet for 7th annual celebration

Ryan Tholet (Investec), Lawrence Abrahamson, Marco van 
Embden and Ciaran Whelan (Investec)

Karen Abrahamson, Nina Kovensky and 
Helen Berger (committee members)

Patron and guest speaker, 
Frances Kirsh (UK)

Stephen Carlin (UK), Arnie Basserabie (JHB) 
and Philip Krawitz

Robbie Mirels, Julia Kirsh and 
Jonathan Kirsh (USA)

Sheila Hasson, Zea Lewis (UK) and Natie 
Kirsh (UK)

Linda Mirels (USA), Frances Kirsh (UK) and Andrea 
Kerzner (UK)

Eliot Osrin, Jonathan Bloch and Bradley Fried (UK)

The Investec Zebra with the Big 
Wheel

Mary Kluk (DBN), Reggie and Della Berkowitz 
(JHB)

Connie Valkin, Nina Kovensky, Clifford and Natalie Barnett, Barry and Karen 
Friedman and Balfour Valkin

David and Prism Fine (UK), Marco van Embden, and Marla and 
Jonathan Sacher (UK)

Michael Barr, Sacha and David Jowell (Holland) and Marion 
Bloch

Patrons Roy and Sue Peires (USA) with Wendy 
Press (UK)

Emily Beare (USA), Anne Nurock (CT) and Jazz Mace, Kai Mace, 
Zack Cohen and Winnie Yung (USA)

Mushe Kirsh, Jacqueline Lampert (USA), Issie Kirsh 
and Grace Lampert (USA)
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New Wave Outdoor Media - Brian Ginsberg, Warren Weiner, Bradley 
Bernstein and Andrew Whitelaw

Murcia & Co Team - Jarried Murcia, Dave Bernstein, Adam 
Closenberg and Paul Slater

Avenue Response Team - Michael Bracale, Brent Shapiro, Warren 
Godfrey and Shaun Frazer

Investec 2 Team - Rob Cohen, Ryan Dunne, Peter Vogel and Mark 
Miller

It’s the end of an era as the United Jewish 
Campaign and its Young Adult Division 
bid a fond farewell to the King David Golf 
Club in November 2015.

Our 14th consecutive Annual Charity 
fundraiser saw many familiar faces, 

some of whom have played all fourteen years, 
as well as many new faces. The King David 
course was in great condition and the day, 
albeit a bit windy, was very much enjoyed 
by all. Merle Rubin’s delicious food did not 
disappoint. The new golfers registered 
disbelief when finding out the starters buffet 
was just the beginning of the feast.

There was an electric energy and all 
were determined to have a fantastic day.  
The MC, Dale Smiedt, executed prize-
giving with poignant moments and lots of 
laughs.  David Brookes engaged with Paul 
Adams discussing his cricket career and his 
analysis of the current state of the SA and 
global game. The prizes, as always, were 
exceptional due to the generosity of many 
sponsors and community members. There 
are many others to thank for their largesse 
and the list below indicates whom was 
responsible for the generous offerings.  We 
would be tickled pink if those of you, reading 
this article, would endeavour to support 
our sponsors and prize donators in turn, as 
without them the event would not have been 
possible.  

A special mention goes to our key 
sponsors: Stenham, Macsteel and The 
Eric & Sheila Samson Foundation who are 
the backbone of the UJC/YAD Golf Day. 
Our sincere gratitude for all these years of 
incredible support. 

Watch this space for exciting events and 
fundraisers for 2016. The United Jewish 
Campaign promises not to disappoint!

United Jewish Campaign YAD Golf Day 2015                                                   And farewell to King David Golf Club

Berk Enterprises
Bet.co.za
Credo 
Emboss designs
ENS
Eric & Sheila Samson Foundation

GLS Supply Chain Equipment
Grant Thornton
Investec
Lexus & Market Toyota
Macsteel
Mazor Steel

Mobelli
Riverside Capital
Sealed Bid
Smiedt & Associates
Stenham
Stor-Age

Pack It
Pro-Exec
Traficc
V Travel
E & O.E

Thank you to our SPONSORS for your generous support!

Daniel Sher, Ryan Kulber and Saul Witz

Lee-Anne Chalker and Marina Pienaar 

Investec 1 Team - Andreas Christodoulou, Olando Bernado, Lacky 
Kaplan and Sven Koenig 

Photo credit: Sheldon Moultrie
Additional photos available on
facebook.com/yadcapetown
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Stor-Age Team - Pinny Hack, Lynton Cassel, Chris Oosthuizen 
and Anthony Kent 

Smiedt & Associate Team - Dale Smiedt, Ryan Stein, Brandon Schiff 
and Ryan Fivelman

MGI Bass Gordon GHF Team - Stuart Hendler, Stanley Boiskin, 
Sean Joffe and Cecil Herman

Signatura Team - Jonathan Stoller, Nick Ferguson, Avin 
Lieberman and David Cohen

Brian Goldberg, Mike Flax, John Sanqu and Owen Futeran Pro Exec Team - Geoff Levy, Robert Broll and Marc Blumberg, David 
Sheinbar

Lexus 1 Team - Michael Sank, Selwyn Zackon, Stan Joffe and 
Ivan Miller

United Jewish Campaign YAD Golf Day 2015                                                   And farewell to King David Golf Club

36ONE Asset Management
African Spirit
Alligator
Arabella
Aroma
Avenue Response Team
Bags of Bites
Balducci’s
Banks R&L
Berk Enterprises
Blood Sweat & Tears
Brand Mash
BUC
Bunnahabhain
Café Caprice

Caffe Luxe
Cape Union Mart
Cohesive Capital
Colcacchio
Comair
DHL
Distell
Double Tree by Hilton Upper 
Eastside
Fancourt
Fossil
Go Travel 
Grant Thornton
Hudsons
Julian and Natascha Zetler

La Residence
Lexus
Maze Clothing
My Sugar
Old Mac Daddy
O.n.S Health Studio
Oranje Convenience Store Engen
Origin
Pick ‘n Pay
Peregrine
Pro Exec
Protea Hotels
Sea Point Super Spar
Selwyn Eagle
Seven Spur

Sportsmans Warehouse
Stenham
Steenberg
Stingray Accessory Manufacturers
Sweat 1000
The High Road
The Kove Collection
The Real Thing
The River Club
Rodney Weinstein
Spencer Mc Nally
Umi
Yemaya Spa
Ysterplaat Medical Supplies
E&O.E

Thank you for prizes, gifts, products and donations

Stenham’s Jonny Osrin, with New Wave Media’s Fourball 
Brian Ginsberg, Andrew Whitelaw and Warren Weiner

Dennis Fabian, Roy Kurland, Neil Malan and Mark Sacks

David Yach, Saul Witz and Daniel Sher

David Brooks and Paul Adams Vanessa Frankel and Joel Serman
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BARMI’S  &  BATI’S 
Kaylah  Oshry  Events 

 

Qualified event planner  
specializing in Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 

 

Kaylah: 082 543 7149 
kaylah.events@gmail.com 

SIMCHA SNAPS

SEND US YOUR SIMCHA SNAPS!  
Have you recently celebrated a 

birthday, barmitzvah, batmitzvah, 
anniversary,  the birth of a baby, an 

engagement or a wedding? 
Send us a photo and share your 

simcha with the community!  
Email chron@ctjc.co.za or call the 
Chronicle office: 021 464 6736  for 
more information.    Office hours:  

9am - 1pm 

“Im eshkachech Yerushalayim, 
tishkach yemini.” If I forget thee, O 
Jerusalem, let my right hand forget 
her cunning.

Boom. Crush. Crackle. The final step 
of a Jewish wedding’s chuppah 

ceremony is the moment that the groom 
steps on the glass to shouts of “Mazal 
Tov!”

There are countless interpretations for 
the tradition of breaking a glass. Some 
see it as a reminder of the destruction 
of the First Temple of Jerusalem. Others 
say it is meant to remind us that marriage 
is as fragile as glass. It also has been 
interpreted to demonstrate how life is so 
fragile that the couple should enjoy every 
day as if it were their last together.

“Can you imagine — you can take a 
perfectly formed object and smash it.…
We are so perfectly formed as we stand 
under the chuppah. It is true that life is 
fragile and sometimes fragmented, but 
Hashem responds to a broken heart,” 
says Chana Perelman, director of 
Judaica.com. 

Whether progressive or traditional, 
religious or secular, Jewish weddings 
almost always include the breaking of a 
glass. At some weddings, and certainly 
historically, people used light bulbs or 
wine goblets wrapped in cloth napkins. 
Today, however, there are many artists 
designing vibrant, trendy, and often hand-
blown Jewish wedding breaking glasses, 
and ultimately imaginative keepsakes in 
which to keep their shards.

What can you do with those shards? 
Here are seven ideas:

Box it up
If you choose a dynamic breaking glass 

in a vibrant color, simply boxing the shards 
in a Lucite or glass box can be a real 
attraction. The box can sit on a bookshelf 
or be displayed on a countertop. The box 
can be purchased at a craft or jewelry 
store. 

Bag it
Shari Klein created a keepsake to help 

engage her to-be step-children in the 
wedding ceremony. Today, it beautifies 
her new home. It was a do-it-yourself 

project. She purchased an off-white 
muslin bag with a drawstring and fabric 
crayons. The children — two boys, ages 
6 and 8 — were asked to draw what they 
felt depicted the special day on which 
their dad would marry his new wife. 

Use it for a mitzvah
Artist Faye Miller tells JNS.org that 

among her most popular keepsakes are 
mezuzahs and Kiddush cups. 

Make a wedding memory
Broken glass wedding albums, photo 

frames, and ketubah (marriage contract) 
frames are also popular. 

Design a piece of jewelry
The bride can take a piece of glass and 

commission a keepsake piece of jewelry. 
A search on Etsy.com reveals a lamp-
work necklace from the broken glass 
of a Jewish wedding, created by Sari 
Glassman, who explains on the product 
page that she melted the pieces from the 
broken glass in the flame and added to 
them 22k gold leaf.

Create pottery
Perelman recommends embedding 

wedding glass shards in a piece of 
pottery. One can visit a paint-and-glaze 
store and ask to use the glass as part of a 
mosaic pottery project, or commission an 
artist to create their ideal piece.

Search for another craft idea — or come 
up with your own!

Pinterest is an excellent platform for 
finding creative ideas for what to do with 
your broken wedding glass shards. Put 
“broken glass art” in the search bar and 
you’ll find everything from mirrors, to 
mosaics, to glass bottle collectibles, to 
garden stepping stones.

Faye Miller says it’s a joy to work on 
breaking glass keepsakes.

“I think the glass shards themselves are 
beautiful, and the fact that they harken 
back to the earliest days of the Jewish 
people is very meaningful,” says Miller. 
“How wonderful to have a piece in your 
home that evokes memories of our people 
as well as the special moment when you 
became husband and wife. I love my job 
and consider it an honor when brides and 
grooms select my art for their wedding 
glass.”

Make a Jewish wedding’s broken 
glass moment last a lifetime

By Maayan Jaffe-Hoffman/JNS.org

Ronit Kagan married Jack Abramowitz                                                                 Photographer:  Guy Lerner
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A Rainbow of Dreams
Visit South Africa’s Premier Jeweller 

See our Exclusive Range of Precious Gemstone and 
Diamond Jewellery

Breathtaking Colours for Every Occasion 

373A Main Road, Sea Point  - www.marksolomonjewellers.co.za
(+27) 021 434 1254

To discuss your ideal engagement ring, 
contact our design team on 

quotes@marksolomonjewellers.co.za

RENÉ HURWITZ
082 655 5558

RE/MAX Living
Atlantic Office

renehurwitz@remax.net

Nobody Sells More Real Estate

NO MATTER THE PROPERTY, WITH ME
PEACE OF MIND IS A STANDARD FEATURE!

Professionalism, honesty, dedication 
and expertise are just some of the 
qualities you will find when dealing 
with me. For residential sales or 
rentals please give me a call... you 

will be so glad you did!

SIMCHA SNAPS

To enhance your Ceremony 
or Reception with the best 

performance in Jewish Music

IVOR JOFFE
Also SHEVA BROCHOS AND 
BENTSCHING with SUPERB 
musical accompaniment  to 

add the finishing touch

082 7777740 /  
021 434-2002

WE WANT TO BUY
SILVER      JEWELLERY

CHINA      GLASSWARE
ART      SCULPTURE

HOUSEHOLD GOODS, etc 

Burr & Muir
Antiques/Collectables

The Mirage, Shop 5, 
Cnr Strand & Hudson Streets, 

De Waterkant, Cape Town
021 4181269   Fax: 021 418 1273

email: info@burrmuir.com
website www.burrmuir.com

We, Roy and Bernice Dorfman, are absolutely ecstatic to 
announce the engagement of our youngest daughter, Dayle, 
to Paul, son of Charlie and Frances Nunes. 
May you both grow old together in the good health, love and  
laughter that now fill your lives. 
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CHRONIC ADS
Rates: R35 per line + VAT 

Phone: 021 464 6736 (mornings)

BECK ’N CALL
Shuttle and airport transfers. Avail 24/7. 
Covering the peninsula. Air cond vehicle. 
072 252 6989

Eastern Suburbs. A selection of fully furn 
apartments available for holiday or short/
long term.    ryan.marlene74@gmail.com

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS SYDNEY
Stickers and stationery. Michelle Shev  
021 434 3290 or 083 353 5732

PERSONALISED SERVIETTES
... and Bridge Cards. Gayle  021 423 4115
CLOTHING LABELS/STICKERS...

Barry Kay 082 885 7458
mediamemories@bax.co.za 
http://mediamemories.bax.co.za

CONVERT VHS AND PICS TO DVD

ACTIVE ELECTRIC
Reliable 24hr 7-day service. All 
contracting, maintenance and servicing 
(including intercoms). Phone Norman  
021 439 4311 or 083 225 7409

JOFFE PLUMBING
For all sanitary plumbing repairs, 
maintenance and renovations. Phone 
Hilton 082 789 2897 or 021 439 5550

HOUSE/PET SITTER / CARER-COMPANION
Reliable, professional, refs avail. 
Linda 083 726 9873. info@thesitter.co.za   
www.thesitter.co.za

HOWIE’S SHUTTLE — Since 2007
Airport transfers, general transport.   
www.howiesshuttle.co.za. 
Howard 082 711 4616

CARPET CRAFT
For the steam-cleaning of carpets and 
upholstery. All work done personally. 
Phone Leslie Kaplan 082 547 7208

BLINDS
Contact Elaine’s Blinds for all new blinds, 
servicing, repairs and cleaning.  Stephen 
and Elaine Guinsberg 083 270 9352

Internet connectivity, upgrades, new 
systems, specialised software, repairs 
and troubleshooting. 082 549 0457

THE COMPUTER GUY

All PC needs including new computers, 
virus removal, upgrades, ADSL, 
Skype and troubleshooting. Phone Ilan  
082 732 4830 or 021 434 7691

COMPUTERS

Leon Levitt — Maintenance and 
repairs to all types of vehicles. Try us.  
Ph 021 797 1550 or 082 410 2756

MAZAL MOTORS

DRIVER / CHAUFFEUR / BABYSITTER
Sea Point area. Neil 072 133 0954

All the glitz without the gelt. Ph. Yolande 
for a quote 082 442 8795. www.facebook.
com/YolandeKretzmerKeysphotography

PHOTOGRAPHY FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Podiatrist
Sean J Pincus 

NHDPod (SA)  BSc Hons (Brighton)

24 Years clinical experience
Situated at the New Cape Quarter

27 Somerset road. Greenpoint

For appointments call 
021 425 2298 or  082 467 4581   

 Email queries to seanj@netactive.co.za

Treatment in the following areas:
• Chronic foot, ankle, knee and lower back 
pain • Sports injuries • Foot orthotic 
management — Video gait and cycling 
assessment • Computerised Foot 

Force plate analysis
• 3D designed digitally manufactured 
orthotics, 48 hour turn around time

• All general foot and nail conditions 
Diabetic foot Assessment and 
management 

Laser treatment for fungal infection 
of nails

Undercover parking at the Cape Quarter

SORT IT
Downsizing home? Retirement move? 
Kids leaving home? Deceased estate?  
Organising, sorting, disposing of books, 
household effects, etc. 083 265 7738

Too old to drive?
No garage space?

Emigrating?
I WILL BUY YOUR VEHICLE! 

since 1996
Melville Silke
Ph 072 132 5572
021 552 3429 a/h

CHUPPAHS AND CAROUSEL FOR HIRE
Gorgeous hand painted, for weddings.  
Ph Sybil-Ann Creations 083 265 7336 or 
021 762 6729

IT problems, training, need assistance in 
setting up? PC or MAC. Work done in your 
home. Call or SMS Alan 076 1264600 or 
email: alans@unilynx.co.za.

AMS COMPUTERS

KEEP THE LIGHTS ON THROUGH LOAD 
SHEDDING
Eskom-proof your home with a battery 
or solar power inverter solution. Call 
or SMS Alan 076 1264600 or email:  
alans@unilynx.co.za.

CARLO LONGANO 
PODIATRIST

BIO-DYNAMICS INSTITUTE, THE POINT, 
3RD FLOOR, REGENT ROAD, SEA POINT

My practice of 30 years has grown into 
a state-of-the-art practice specialising 

in performance enhancement 
(biomechanics) and rehab for orthopedic 

and sports injuries.
I use the latest in technology — Dartfish, 

Zephyr, SEMG, dyno/Myo (muscle 
function and strength testing) and 

thermography.
We are known worldwide for our 
treatments and orthotic therapy.
I also run a sports shoe clinic in 

partnership with top shoe brands  
to match the shoe closest to your  

activity profile.

Call 021 434 0126 or 082 727 7147  
for an appointment

FB:Bio-Dynamics Institute;

Instagram: @biodynamics_institute

Twitter: @carlolongano

Fax: 021 447-5545   Tel: 021 448-2130   email: komatifoods@iafrica.com      
Owned and operated by Diane and Ivan Sabath

HOUSESITTER AVAILABLE 
24yr old single male. Organised, 
responsible, non-smoker, to mind your 
house/pets/garden. Driver’s license. Avail 
immed. 074 312 4921.
HOUSE/PET SITTER
Responsible, mature gentleman. Very 
caring for animals. Avail short/long term. 
Excel refs. Steve 084 336 3797

COLLECTABLES WANTED
Medals, Coins, Banknotes, Badges, 
Autographs, Documents, Old books, 
Judaica, Machal, Zionist. 021 438 2702.

TUTOR REQUIRED - MORNINGS
To tutor a Grade 11 home-schooled 
student in Vredehoek. Approx 9 — 10am 
daily, 4 days/week. Maths, Life Science, 
Geography, Economics. 083 424 3455

the handy guy
All household build, vamp 

& fix it jobs

I’m the guy you want in your corner

Guy Hamburger 081 563 8698
lukasvv25@gmail.com
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Isn’t time strange? It’s that one thing 
that we both can and can’t control. 

We have made up the months of the 
year, the days of the week, the 

hours, minutes and seconds of the day. 
We’ve even made up what year we’re in 
(according to some…). And yet time goes 
by so very quickly.

Now this sounds awfully familiar to “I 
can’t believe how fast the year’s gone!”. 
We all say it, whenever a milestone of 
the year comes along. Pesach, Rosh 
Hashanah, New Year’s. All arrive without 
a major announcement. They just show 
up, like that person who comes to Shul 
right at the end for the Brocha. 

Now I was thinking about writing of 
my stay in Cape Town. That like a bird, 
like a plane, like Superman, my third 
anniversary of my emigration to Cape 
Town is fast approaching. How moving to 
Cape Town to study for my MPhil (and for 
my then girlfriend, now wife and mother to 
my beautiful child, Gabi) changed my life 
completely. That Cape Town has become, 
in the space of three years, my city. 

But it seems that in the greater context 
of what is currently happening in South 
Africa, I feel I have to write about 
something else which just ‘happens’ 
without us realising it’s there. 

This year South Africa celebrates 22 
years since the advent of democracy. 
From the nerve-wracking build up to the 
1994 elections, where up until the last 
minute the country was on a knife edge, 
to last year’s #FinMinGate, we’ve never 
had a dull moment. 

Our ups (mostly sports related) and our 
downs (mostly political messes) have 
made us into an almost bipolar country. 
It would be an interesting psychological 
experiment to see whether South 
Africans and our South African identity is 
one which is schizophrenic. 

But one issue we’ve always had to deal 
with is race. Our South African identity 
is so defined by our racial identity. Since 
the earliest of days when the good old 
VOC (Dutch East India Company to you) 
arrived on the shores of the Cape of 
Good Hope and began what was to be a 
country, to our legislated racist Apartheid 
regime, to our present day South Africa, 
race is, was and (I believe) will continue 
to stick to our collective and individual 
identities. 

In December (which seems so long 
ago) I went to the Institute of Justice 
and Reconciliation’s (IJR) South African 
Reconciliation Barometer (SARB) survey 
report from 2015. A key finding from the 
report was that a “majority of respondents 
(61.4%) feel that race relations since 
1994 have either stayed the same or 
deteriorated.” Not only that but “67.3% of 
all respondents noted that they have little 
to no trust in their fellow citizens of other 
racial groups.” 

This was recently demonstrated in two 
rather nasty events which took place in 
the beginning of January. 

I’m sure you all remember one Miss 
Penny Sparrow. In an article by Jacques 
Rousseau he notes that “She calls black 
people “monkeys”, makes it explicit 
that she thinks black people can’t 
help but make a mess of (presumably, 
“her”) beaches, and confirms our worst 
impressions by saying “it’s just the facts” 

when called out for 
doing so.” 

This was met by 
outrage, her being 
fired by her employer 
and I’m quite sure 
she’ll have to change 
her rather interesting 
name for a less recognisable one, 
perhaps Jane Smith. 

The other is Standard Bank’s Chris 
Hart. Now I’m not sure how to go about 
explaining Hart’s comments and the 
backlash he received, as it was over a 
sequence of 40 tweets. 

Hart, as Rousseau puts it, “(has) never 
appeared to be an overt racist” “and (…) 
because his tweet is compatible with being 
unsympathetic, rather than bigoted.” Hart 
said “More than 25 years after Apartheid 
ended, the victims are increasing along 
with a sense of entitlement and hatred 
towards minorities…”.    

Now say what you will about the two 
incidents and their reactions, but they 
demonstrate that we still live in a scarred 
society. 

Racism and bigotry, as well as the 
reactions to them, are still very much 
alive in South Africa. Not only that, but 
the notion of a non-racial society which 
South Africa’s idealists wrote about in the 
Freedom Charter in 1955 in Kliptown has 
not, and most probably cannot, become 
a reality. However, I won’t harp on about 
negativity.

As said in a previous column, I am a 
sports fanatic and follow most sports 
closely enough to remember facts about 
events and players I wasn’t even alive to 
witness. 

I don’t like cricket, I love it, and especially 
that most traditional of the formats, Test 
cricket. The way in which a team can go 
from a precarious position to winning the 
match is enthralling. 

It’s a game of stamina, concentration 
and great fun. But I’m not here to 
proselytise about how amazing a game 
it is. Instead, something wonderful 
happened on 5 January (a few days after 
the Penny Sparrow/Chris Hart ordeal) 
at that most beautiful of cricket venues, 
Newlands. 

Temba Bavuma, who spent his 
formative years in Langa, where cricket 
is not the most popular sport to play, 
became the first black South African to 
make a century in any from of the game. 

Graeme Smith, who was in the 
commentary box, yelled “Temba, you 
beauty!”. I get goosebumps thinking about 
it. And it was exactly the tonic we needed 
that week. Once again sports managed 
to calm the waters of South African racial 
identity. This diminutive lad from Langa 
gave hope to all that, perhaps, South 
Africa is, slowly slowly, changing. 

People say that time heals all wounds. 
But in South Africa we certainly have 
deep scars which are still visible and 
from which we suffer in a myriad of ways. 
However, there is always hope which 
we cling to in South Africa. The SARB 
survey found that 71% of respondents 
believed that it is important to strive for 
the “creation of a united South African 
nation.” So, Baruch Hashem, may we 
have more Temba Bavuma moments, 
which will make time stand still, just for a 
few seconds.  

Using my Nudel

What flies but has no wings?
By Craig Nudelman

Ten years 
after the last 
installment, 
Star Wars 
fans can 
finally watch 
that iconic 
o p e n i n g 
s e q u e n c e , 
‘A long time 
ago in a 
galaxy far, far 
away....’

Star Wars: 
The Force 

A w a k e n s 
broke the 
record for 
the biggest opening in South African 
box office history, relegating Iron Man 3 
to second place. 70 000 fans flocked to 
cinemas on the first day of release, many 
dressed in the costumes of their favourite 
characters. 

Devoted Star Wars fan and president 
of the Star Wars fan club in Cape Town, 
Paul Wener, said he had “goosebumps 
everywhere” because he was so excited.

The Jewish Chronicle chatted to Paul 
about his love of Star Wars. “Star Wars 
became an obsession for me while I 
was at Herzlia Constantia. I was in Std 4 
and wanted to make my own Star Wars 
movie with my fathers Super 8 movie 
camera. I couldn't get the cast I wanted 
unfortunately!” Paul jokes.

“My obsession has never stopped. I 
have been fortunate to have grown up in 
a time where there have been four new 
releases of the saga as well as three new 
re-releases in 1997. This time I decided to 
go big. The movies have not been my only 
source of Star Wars stories. I have been 
an avid reader of most of the books which 
delve much deeper than the movies. The 
films are in fact the very tip of the iceberg” 
He explains.

“A group of us decided to go to The Force 
Awakens fully kitted out. We received 
coverage all over the world. My character 
is Darth Maul. A Sith Lord. I have always 

liked the bad guys. They seem to get the 
short end of the stick because Darth Maul 
was killed in Episode 1, The Phantom 
Menace.” 

The 42-year-old from Cape Town’s CBD 
was dressed in a black hooded cloak with 
his face painted red and black. Wener 
even used red contact lenses to complete 
the ‘Dark Lord’ effect.

“I have been designated as the Darth 
Maul of the 501st Legion, an international 
fan-based organisation dedicated to 
the construction and wearing of screen-
accurate replicas of Imperial Stormtrooper 
armor, Sith Lords, Clone Troopers, bounty 
hunters, and other villains from the Star 
Wars universe. They have a chapter for 
every state in the United States. They 
visit children's hospitals and do various 
charity events. I’m very honored to be a 
part of it,” he said.

“Star Wars is a saga which brings 
people together, no matter what culture 
you come from. It crosses all boundaries. 
It's about finding your place in the world. 
It's a movie which is passed down from 
parents to their kids” says Paul.

Christine Service, country manager 
of the Walt Disney Company Africa said 
they were thrilled with the reception 
South African fans gave the film. “As the 
next instalment in the Star Wars saga, 
the release of this film means that every 
generation will have their own Star Wars 
experience.”

Star Wars comes to Cape Town

DEVOTED: Star Wars super fans Matthew Awood (Darth Sidious), Paul 
Wener (Darth Maul) and Brett Wener (Obi-Wan) dressed up as characters 
from the Star Wars movie franchise.
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Maccabi South Africa has launched a new corporate 
identity and online home.

 

As part of their strategic evolution, Maccabi SA conducted 
a thorough brand and communications analysis during 

the course of 2015. The two key areas identified were 
the need for a refreshed image to accompany their new 
strategic direction, as well as improved communications 
platforms to better connect with their audience. 

The brand makeover included the launch of an informative 
and user-friendly website www.maccabi.co.za, which now 
serves as the core communications tool. The site is packed 
with a variety of content including the latest Maccabi and 
community sporting news and nachas, information on 
upcoming events and the 2017 Maccabiah, photo galleries 
and 80 years of Team Maccabi SA's achievements since 1935. 
They also have growing social media channels on Facebook 
(Maccabi South Africa) and Twitter (@MaccabiSA).

Girls soccer is a growing phenomenon worldwide 
and Cape Town is no exception.  

Over the past three years Maccabi Western Province 
has been developing a core of about 15 girls who 

come together regularly on a Sunday morning to play a 
game they love and that was previously considered a 
male only sport.   

With the 2017 Maccabi Games in Israel on the 
horizon, Maccabi SA is assembling an under 16 girls 
Futsal (five-a-side indoor soccer) team to represent 
South Africa at the games.  The team will be made of 
girls born in 2000 and 2001 and trials for team selection 
will take place in Cape Town on 20/21 March.

In preparation, Maccabi Western Province recently 
organised a round robin Futsal tournament, played 
over four successive weekends at Herzlia’s state of the 
art Graham and Rhona Beck Sports Facility.  There 
were two teams from Maccabi and two outside teams, 
Aspire Soccer Academy and Brooklyn Sport and 

Development.
The commitment was impressive and the competition 

fierce with the girls putting their bodies on the line for 
their teams.  

The tournament was held in a spirit of friendship and 
camaraderie and all the girls displayed high levels of 
sportsmanship and derech eretz.  The participation 
of Aspire and Brooklyn also added an important and 
rich dimension of diversity, inclusiveness and a cross-
section of soccer skills.  The improvement in the level of 
soccer over the course of the tournament was startling.

The tournament was won by Maccabi Tel Aviv.  The 
Top Goal Scorer award was shared by Jade Spiro and 
Eve Pywell from Maccabi Tel Aviv and the Most Valuable 
Player award went to Sarah Katz from Maccabi Haifa.

Special thanks to Maccabi SA convenors Ronen 
Cohen and Wayne Meyers as well as Tournament 
Manager Heidi Bieber, coaches and referees for a 
superb tournament and for putting Maccabi girls soccer 
firmly on the map.

Sport

Eyes on the prize for 2017 Maccabi Games

WP Maccabi junior girls futsal teams participating in the Maccabi Girls Futsal League.

Participating teams in the Maccabi Girls Futsal League. 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, Maccabi Haifai, Aspire Soccer Academy  and 
Brooklyn Sports and Development

New look for Maccabi

Boys u14 futsal team dominates

WP Maccabi Futsal u14 ended the year off by 
hosting  Brooklyn Sports and Development on 
Sunday, 6 December. 

A mini tournament was organised for the teams. 
Maccabi was represented with three teams and 

Brooklyn two teams.
Fantastic futsal was played with each game being 

very tightly contested. Both the rowdy supporters and 
players enjoyed the competition. Maccabi came out 
tops taking first, third and fifth places.

Please send us your sports stories and 
achievements to publish in the CJC. This page 
relies on our community to keep it fresh and 

relevant to your interests.
Send us your high-resolution Jpeg images (1MB 

or more per picture) and caption along with 
a story explaining the achievement and each 

month we will chose a few to feature here.
Email: editor@ctjc.co.za
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smart move                                                      www.seeff.com

Thinking of buying or selling in the Atlantic Seaboard?
visit www.seeff.com or contact one of our area specialists:

AREA SPECIALISTS READY TO SERVE YOUAREA SPECIALISTS READY TO SERVE YOU

WARREN EMETT 082 749 7166  HILARY BICCARI 083 251 2233 
Sectional Title Sea Point, Fresnaye, Bantry Bay, Green Point & Three Anchor Bay

LANCE COHEN 082 416 6103  KAREN LURIE 083 655 2095
Freehold and Sectional Title Fresnaye, Bantry Bay & Clifton

DEBBIE KOPING 082 449 7704  JESSICA ROTHER 072 829 3601
Freehold Sea Point, Green Point, Three Anchor Bay & Bo Kaap

ADRIAN MAUERBERGER 082 826 6454  CECILY SHER 072 968 3280
Luxury Sectional Title Sea Point, Green Point, Bantry Bay, Fresnaye & Three Anchor Bay

A R E A  S P E C I A L I S T S  ( L E F T  T O  R I G H T )


